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TO THE RIGHT' HONOURABLE 

Lord Vifcount B AXEMAN, 

BARON of CULMORE, 



Mafter of the Buck Houads, and one of his 
Majefty's moft Honourable Privy Coancil. 



My Lord, 

THOUGH the follow- 
ing flieets contain no- 
thing of my own, which may 
prove worthy of your Lord- 
fliip's notice ; yet, there are 
fome contrivances of other 
men, which want nothing 
of ingenuity to recommend 
them. I therefore beg leave 

a to 



DEDICATION. 
to infcribe this Treatife to 
your Lordfliip, in grateful 
acknowledgement of the 
many favours you have con- 
ferred upon me, during the 
courfe of the many years I 
have had the honor to be 

Your Lordship'^ 

♦ 

Mojl obedient 
and devoted 
humble fervantf 
Philip Thicknesse.' 



^goitcay Mmmmtk/kirip 
May 29, 177*. 



THE candid reader is dejired to correSl 
the many literal^ as well as greater 
errors^ he will find in the following flieets. 
^he Author could urge many reafons to 
intitle him to feme indulgence on that fcore^ 
hefide the great diftance of his abode from 
the frefs ; nor has he affixed the high price 
of the performancCy from any idea of its 
worth or merits hut for reafons of a lefs 
felfifh nature. 
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PREFACE. 



IT may juftly be retnarkedt due 
many of the iiioft eflendal Difco- 
veries, made by the earlier Ages ; 
and which we at this Day reap the 
benefit of, are enjoyed by Millions, who 
never confider the Inconvenience and 
difficulties, they would be expofed to 
wkhout them. Men write to their ab* 
fent Friends from their Chimney Corner, 
receive their Anfwers in the fanne Place» 
hear Men fpeak who Kave been dead t 
thoufand Years, and leaw their own Sen- 
timents recorded, for thofe who are to 
live a thoufand Years hence, as if it 
were i^othing to be wondered at ! The 
Frequency, and the eaiy Attainment of 

A z Reading 
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Reading and Wiring, has almoft worn 
out of the mind of man, how won- 
derful the contrivance is* 

The Romans^ amidft all their Arts, 
Were deftitiite of the grcateft of modern 
Cohvenitoces, which we enjoy almoft 
>^thout perceiving it. We have Win- 
dows and Glafs Doors which let in the 
Air, and the Light, at the fame Time 
that they fhut out, the Injuries and.In-* 
conveniences which attend them, and 
e^hibk to us, even in the interior Parts 
c£ our Houfe, the variegated View of 
Nature, which transform the Winds, the 
Ffofls, and the Tempefts, into a mag- 
nificent moving Pi£i:ure before our Eyes. 
The Peaf^nt, ip thcfe our Days, is 
thought miferable, who wants a Luxury 
which a J^oman Emperor was a Stranger 
to ! r The Inventioi^ of ^Letters, and the : 
Art t)f Printing, duely confidered, feem 
tQ have had fomething more than hu-> 
iqgn in it.^ 

. Wh the Authors of thefe rare In- 
vt^tions were is uncertain, but it is moft 

likely, 
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likely, the hint was taken frotri the 
Egyptian HieroglypMcSy and yet how poof 
was that Method of conveying their 
Sentiments ? for though we cannot, at 
this diftanee of Tirhe, decypher thoft 
Monuments of Anifqiiity pcrfeiftly ; yet; 
by what we do know, it is very^ evident^ 
that method was vague, confined, ^un- 
certain, and incapable of conveying 
hiftorical Events. Plutarch^ysixh'^vt, 
was a Temple in Egypt dedicated xpfMu 
nerva^ on the Front of which waft ^minted, 
an Infant, aa old M^n) a Hdwk, a 
Fifli, and a Sea-Horfe. Thq Mean^- 
ing of which, he lays, i.s.,A^, YoyNO 

." and Old know GOD hati^^ Inapu- 
" dence." But the. true meaning' may 
be- this J The Infant, whicn i$ the fif^ f i^ 
gure, reprefcjntflk ,ivl4nV firf^.-.^^tfanc? 
into the WorM ? .?nd the old M^p imv 
plies tiie goii;ig out, of- it : . Jh^Fa^can^ 
GOD i. tbp FUhf Hatred v-bfcaufe 
tljiejf -hated.Fi% bred in the Sea) whicjk 
iymbplized fy^f^r. ^and by jhe:RiVcrl 
Korfcj, Murder,^ Iqipucjcncey .. ,y jolonqe, 
'.J ' ' and 
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tnd Injuftice; for they fay he killeth 
his Sire, and raviftieth his own Dam^ 
which may import, O you that enter 
the Worlds ami go out cf rV, hww^ tliat 
Gor> hateth Injuftice! and yet neither may 
be any thing to the*piirpofe, as it can- 
not but be very difficult for Men at this 
Day, to explain certainly ; what many 
Men of their ownTime and Nation, muft 
iiave dffFei^ed m the Senfe of. 

After the Invention of Letters 
•mtrt thoroughly known, and ufed by 
the Learned of all Nations, it is natural 
to conclude, that particular Men, to ferve 
private purpofes, would contrive fome 
fecret Manner of correfponding , by 
which they hoped to carry on Plots un- 
difcovered, or to give Fntelligence either 
to^ or from a City befieged. And it was 
for many Ages believed, that fuch a cor- 
^fpondence might be carried on by Con* 
federates, inexplicable to any other Per- 
fbns; bulf fuchis the Craft of Man! 
that it IS Icarce poflibfe for a Letter 

an Cypher t6 be written^ fo as not ta 

be 
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*be decyphered, without any Clue, but 
a clofe applicarion to the Letter ilfelf -, 
and that too, though h were writ 
in a Language, the Dccypherer does 
not underftand. 

A drftant Rfelation of mine, of the 
Name of Blencowe^ was the firft Man 
who had a fixed Salary from Government * 
as DficvpHERER. And as the manner 
he got it, would do Honour to the Me- 
mory of the Minifter who gave it him, 
I am forry the Minifter's Name^ as 
well as the Fad, is out of mine •, but 
upon my Relation hearing that fuch an 
employment, with a fixed Salary anngp|0 
to it, was to be fettled 5 "he re^ll^um^ 
known, and unrecommended, to the 
then Secretary of State, and alked it. 
The Secretary feeing a Stranger, and 
hearing a requcft fo contrary to the 
wfual Etitpiette of fuch bufinefs, alked 
him what his pretenfions were to the 
cmptayment he required ? becaoie^ 
Sir, faid he, I am qualified for that 
Which I alk. Are you, replied the 

Minifter •. 






viii PREFACE. 

Miniftcr; then decypherthcfeCwQ letters! 
letters which had lain fome Time be- 
fore him unexplained, for want of fuch 
a Perfon; and which^ perhaps, occa- 
fioned the refolution of having an efta»- 
blilhed Dccypherer. In a few days the 
Letters were brought to the Miniftcr, 
properly and evidently explained, and 
my Relation thereupon had the Ap- 
pointment. And though this Matter 
of Decyphering^ as well as writing in 
Cypher, is now very commonly praftifed, 
yet, I have met with fome Men, even of 
Senfe and Learning, who have doubted 
the poflibility of decyphering a Letter fo 
written; and rather think thedecypherers 
make out fomething plaufible ; and not 
being eafily deteded, pafs themfelvcs off 
as Men who poflefs an Art, not to be ac- 
quired. In the following fheets it fhall 
be my endeavour, not only to Ihew the 
poflibility. of it, but even to enable 
thofc very Men. who doubt it, or any 
Man of common capacity, to read a 
letter, written in Cypher, in a few 

hours : 
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hours y iuiy» perhaps,, in a few mmutes, 
though the Epiltle be cotnpofed of four* 
and- twenty arbitrary Charaders, made 
by the Writer, which the Reader had 
never feen before ; and though this be 
the eafieft Method of writing in Cypher, 
and confequently the readieft to be ex- 
plained^ yet it is what a Man of good 
fenfe, who has never confidered the 
Matter . attentively, will at firfl think 
very difficult; but in a few hourf 
confideration, be as much furprifed ay 
pleafed, at the unfolding of this feeming- 
ly occult Art. I have not the vanity to 
think myfclf capable of inftrufting thofe 
who already praftife this Art, but 
of leading thofe who doubt it, or who 
may find a rational Excrcifc for the 
mind (and particularly young people) 
into an habitude of thinking; for it 
cannot be doubted, but that any one Rule 
laid down, for a methodical Way of 
thinking, on any one Subjeft, will ena- 
ble the mind, to employ itfelf afterwards, 
much better, on all other Occafions ; and 

therefore. 
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therrfore, I wooid recommena thislCind 
of Study to very young Gentlemen, as 
an entertaining, edifying, and innocent 
Amufement at prefent; and of more 
Importance to their riper Years, than 
they are aware of. If it be objefted, 
that bad ufes may b^ n^ade by a know- 
ledge of the Art of writing in Cypher, 
1 anfwer, fo may writing without ; a 
man who cannot write, cannot commit 
% Forgery 5 but if he is difpofed to be 
itifhoneft, he may break openi a Houfe. 
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Art of Deq^hering, &c^ 

IN order to write with fecrccy and ^ 
fafety in Cypher, the firft care muft 
be to avoid fufpicion; the next, thatit//f> / 
be difficult to decypher if fufpeftcdji -c j^ 
and laftly, that it be lb contrived, as to \... 
be fit for difpatcb, and the fenfe eafdy ,< 
made out, by thofe who are entrufted ,., ^ /" 
with the key. And if fuch a method ^ / ^ ^' 
can be contrived, to write fecredy with ^ 
all thefe advantages, and yet be fo cun« 
ningly done, as to elude the Decypherer*$ 
art, it may then be juftly confidered an 
ingenious contrivance, whereby the mofl: 
dangerous correfpondence may be car* 
rkd oa by wicked-dilpofed people ; or 

the ' 
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.the mod iafe, ufeful, andttectfiaiy in^- 
telligencc, may be fent from foreign 
Embafladors and Generals to their own 
co.untry ; as wpU as the private inftruc- 
tions of their Prince* to them, without 
a poffibility of being difcovered^ tho* 
the meffenger (which is' often the cafe) 
Ihould be murdered on the/o^jd, and I?is 
dii^ohei" takieri, iot that- purpofe. 
However, to avoid fulpicion, is a very 
cflcntial confiderafion i for when an in- 
tercepted letter is fo writ as not to 
be intelligible 5 yet, it explains itfelf 
fo far, ' as* to * inform the. intercepter, 
that it conceals fomethingy which his 
curiofity alone urges him to difcover; 
and when that is fet about ^ in good 
earneft, if the writer has been guilty of 
creafon.or murder, he will' be in great 
dangef of pieeting with his jufl reward i 
for there is fcarce any thing writ in Cy- 
J)her, however ingenioudy contrived^ 
which in thefe days, can lie long hidden 
for want 6f a Decypherer, tho' perhaps 
there are- too few who have made this 
their fludy* '' * " • IEvery 



. Every thing which comes from ayir/- 
^Red hand, ihould be carefully exa- 
mined, for a very wicked dttign may 
be conveyed in a letter, which, at firft 
reading, may feem an innocpnt ejMftle, 
from one friend to another; and yet, 
upon a clofer examination, may appear 
to have an hidden meaning, of the moft 
evil tendency* How far it may be right 
or wrong to publiih a treatife on this art, 
I am neither able, nor in zjituation^ to 
determine; but what has encouraged me 
to believe it will be of ufc, is, that the 
great Lord Bacon, in his advancement 
of LEARNING, complains, that the art 
of Decyphering is wanting; and has 
himfelf given one of the moft ingenious 
methods of writing in cypher, and the 
moft difficult to be decyphcred, of any 
yet contrived. His authority, therefore, 
juftifies this my feeble attempt, wherein 
I fhall not only mention thofe feveral 
methods of fecret writing praftifed in 
former ages, as well as the latter, but alfo 
point out fome rules to be obferved, in 

order 
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order to dccypher them -, which, if care- 
fully attended to, will enable any perfon, 
of common capacity, to rettd a letter ia 
a very ftiort time writ in common cypher.* 
The Abbot Triihemeus^ in recommen- 
dation of his Pclygraphyy zShrtSj that he 
who underftands his mother tongue only, 
may, by the knowledge of this art, come 
at the fcnfe of an epiftlc writ in Latin ; 
and though that is not ftridly true, yet 
it is certain, that a man who underftands 
no other language than Englifli, may be 
able to reduce a letter, writ in Latin 
Cypher, into proper order by being well 
acquainted with the rules of Decypher- 
ing ; and when that is done, it will prove 
a very powerful excitement to the De-, 
cypherer, to know the meaning of thofe 
letters and words he has been at fuch 
pains to dredge from their obfcurity. It 
may be faid, that this art (hould be 
known, and praftifed only by Officers 
of State, or the Generals who command 
an army ; but may not a private centinel 
fave an army, or a city, by decyphiring 

in 
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an intercepted letter ? Great under- 
takings ' require fudden aAion ; and 
if cypher is to be carried firft to 
the General^, and then to a Secre^f 
tary of State, before it can be under- 
ftood, the defign nsay, and will, moft 
iikely, difcwer it/elf firft^ by an efFe£tual, 
and perhaps fatal^ execution. Tbofe 
who have treated on this fubjed, eve^n 
fo lately as within an hundred or an 
hundred and thirty years^ have imputed 
witchcraft to belong to this art ! Thanks 
to the power and wildom of <)]\ Englilh 
Parliament, who have driven all thofe 
evil doers^ either into the Orkneys^ or 
confined them among the highlands in 
Scotland^ or the mountains in Wales ; 
for though I live among the latter, I 
am under no apprehenfion of being car* 
ried to the Trying-pool^ yet I lately faw 
a conjuring book at Abergavenny, in the 
pofTeffion of a bookfeller, which could 
not be worth one penny, but for which 
he afked a guinea and a half, and declared 
he gave twenty-feven Ihillings for it ! at 

the 
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the requeft of a tradefman who wanted 
to know who fiole his working tools % and 
a worthy clergyman, in roy neighbour- 
hood, was lately under ftrong apprehen- 
fions of being ruined, for having read 
the burial fervice over a poor harmlels, 
inoffenfive old woman, fome who either 

do, or who ought to know better (but 
whom he knew to be his enemies) had 
made many enquiries about the de- 
ceafed; and whether there was not, 
upon fome part of her body, a tet 
whereby fhe gave nourifliment to htr fa- 
miliar. That fuch abfurd notions (hould 
remain amongft the lowcft dregs of the 
people in every country, is not to be 
wondered at ; but that Magiftrates, and 
men of rank and education, fhould give 
ear to fuch idle tales, is a mortifying re- 
flexion, as it may tend to many great 
and unforefeen milchicfs, if the common 
people's fufpicions have, the leaft encou- 
ragement from thofe they think wifer 
than themfelves, and they always take 

riches 



riches for wifdom. There is no faying 
that the firft old woman they meet, mut- 
tering to herfelf, which is a common aad 
natural infirmity attending age, poverty, 
and living alone, may not die, the moft 
violent, ar d dreadful of all deaths ! /. e^ 
by the hands of an enraged, or fuper- 
ftitious rabble. 

That the art of fecret writing, or of 
fecret information, is of great antiquity, 
is very certain •, of what antiquity, is not 
very material now to enquire : however, 
thofe who have leifure, and learning fuf- 
JScient, may fee what Polybius has cited, 
from ancient authors, who quotes y£«^^J, 
Cleomenes^ and Democritus : befide thefe, 
as Bilhop Wilkins obferves, Julius Afri^ 
canus, and Philo-Mechanicus^ two ancient 
Grecians, have alfo treated of this fub- 
jeft ; and the military fignifications, in 
ufe among the Romans, are mentioned 
by Vegetius and Frontinus : there is like- 
wile a volume writ upon the fame lubjed, 
by Janus Gruterus^ commonly thou ^Kt 
to be the work of Cicero and Seneca. But 
in latter times are the Abbot Trishemius^ 

B Bap- 
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Baptifia P§rta^ Ifaac Caufahn^ SeUnus^ 
Vqffius^ and many others, in various lan- 
guages ; and among the reft, the im- 
mortal Lord Bacon, in his work, fo 
juftly called, the Advancement of 
l^earning, has thought it a matter wor- 
thy of his ferious attention. It will 
be quite fufficient for the purpofe, to 
commence this enquiry^ by examining 
the fecret ufe made of the Lacedaemonian 
Scytale^ faid to be the invention of Ar^ 
chimedes. 

For this purpofe there were provided 
two round ftaves, equal in length and 
fize i one of which was left in the cuf- 
tody of the magiftrates ; and the other 
was taken by the General, who com- 
manded abroad: fo when the Magif- 
trates had any private inftruftions to fend 
the General, or the General any fecret 
information to convey to the Magiftrates, 
the method was^ to wrap a narrow piece 
of parchment round the ftaff, in a ter- 
pentine revolution, fo that the edges 
might meet clofe together-, and then 
wrice their letters upon both the edges, 

half 
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half the character on . each fide ; and 
thus, when the parchment was unrolled, 
there appeared nothing but imperfefk 
pieces of letters, but which were eafily 
put together upon a ftaff of the fame 
fize, and read by the confederate party : 
but notwithftanding the feeming dif- 
ficulty of reading afcrole, fo writ, with- 
out the ftave, there are many ways by 
which it might be m4.de out, as Scaliger 
in a few words clearly demonftrates, for 
fays he, only twift the paper, or parch- 
ment, fo that both pieces of the firft 
divided letter may be joined, and that 
will give the true circumference of the 
ftytale to frame another by 5 but I 
wonder Scaliger did not think of a much 
more ready method^ and that is, by 
cutting the fcrofc quite through the 
middle between the half letters, and 
then, by applying the two broken edges 
of the letters together, on a table, the 

letters will appear perfedt, and confe- 
quently the reading be expofcd. Julius 
CiSESAR's method was, to take the d for 
the ^, and the ^ for ^, and thus 

B 2 changing 
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changing the order of the alphabet, 
rendered his epiftles, as he thought, 
^7 inexplicable to all, but thofe to whom 
he intrufted the key. Augustus 
CiESAR put h for aj c for b^ and two 

xx's for a. By the firft method the 

words Julius Cesar would appear 
thus: 

my h my w f h wd u 
Julius C t f a r 
By this it appears, that the leaft alte- 
ration of the alphabet, will render the 
well known ufe of the letters, in their 
proper order, quite as uncouth-, nay, 
rather perplex a young decyphercr more 
than any new invented alphabet of ar- 
bitrary charafters ; becaufe the examiner 
will not readily diveft his mind of the 
proper power of the letters he fo well 
knows the ufe of. In the plate annexed 
I have given a fpecimen of a featence 
lately fent me, compofed of arbitary 
characters, and which I fliould have read 
in Icfs time than they were writ, had not 
the laft letter, of the laft word but one, 
been wrong, which fhould be two ftraic 

lines 
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lines inftcad of one, as the fecond fetter 
of the fecond word, is. 

And this it was which rendered it dif- 
ficult to make out the fcnfe, even after 
I had got moft of the words complete. 
Now whoever wiU fit down, and confider 
fcrioufly the above charadcrs, (I mean 
one who has never before made any en- 
quiry into this matter) will, in half an 
hour's time, however he may be perfuaded 
at firflrfight of the difficulty of reading it, 
be agreeably convinced to the contrary : 
obferving, that the laft letter of the laft 
word but one is wrong, but I chofe to 
give it, as I received it ; not that there 
b any peculiar art ufed either in the fenfe 
or in the compofition of the characters, 
but as it will (hew the juftnefs of the 
following remarks : — Firft, then, ob- 
fervc, that the fair maker of this alpha-* 
bet (for it was done by a lady of rank), 
or the maker of any other, who has not 
^ell confidered the matter, will natu- 
rally begin with a character to reprcfent 
a, and fo on down to z ; therefore the 
Decypherer mtift avail hinifclf of this 

ad van- 
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advahtage, among many others, and 
conclude, that thofe letters which are 
itioft limple, are neareft the beginning 
of the alphabet -, and confequently, that 
thofe which are made up of many 
ftrokes, and mod complicated, arc to* 
wards the latter end, becaufe as the 
maker proceeds, his invention muft go 
to work, and inftead, perhaps, of one 
ftroke, to reprefent a letter, he muft 
unite two or three : this is an obferva- 
tion I have often made, and have fcarce 
ever feen a new invented alphabet that 
had not this weaknefs in its compofition j 
and the fpecimen here annexed, is a 
ftrong confirmation of it. However, 
as an expert practitioner in this art, 
would moft likely take the fiaff by the 
ether end, it will be neceflary to be ap- 
prifed of it. The next thing to obferve 
is, what letters occur ofteneft, and thofe 
you may conclude are vowels, and that 
which is moft frequent, to be an/ — as e 
in Englifti occurs oftencr than any other 
Ictten Where you find charafters 
doubled in the beginning of a word^ it 

will 
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will be neceflary to confider whether it 
be not fome Welch word as Lloyd^ Uan- 
daff^ or Aaron^ Eeh JU^y Vulture^ &c. Iti 
a word of three letters, beginning and 
ending in the lame chara&ers^ ibme 
vowel is probably between, as did^ of 
Vrf, but e is eafily difcovcred; and 
that one letter being obtained, is of in- 
finite confequence towards recovering 
with it the other twenty-three. 

In Englifh, the ^is continually em-* 
ployed, as iny^^, be^ ev€r^ fpced^ need^ 
deference^ excels excefsy &c. though this 
will not hold good in Latm^ as e^ and /, 
are equally frequent in the latter, and 
next to thefe, j, and u \ but p, not fo 
frequent as any of them. When you 
meet with a character doubled, in the 
middle of a word of four letters, as)ou 
will perceive it to be in the above cy** 
pher, it will be neceffary to confider 
what words of four letters are fo fpclt.. 
It is probable the vowels e or Oy arc thefe ;, 
as meet^ fed^ gcody book^ loaky &c. In. 
polyfyllableS) where a double cbara6}:er 
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appears in the middle of a word, it isr 
for the moft part a confonant ; and if fo» 
the preceding letter is always a vowel. 
In confidence, therefore, that the eafy 
cypher here given, will be foon difclofed, 
by any perfon who will beftow half an 
hour's confideration upon it, I ihali 
leave it to /peak for itfelfy and not tempt 
an impatient fcholar to turn to the io- 
lution, or to apply to the Lord Mayor 
cf London^ for the fenfe of it. 

Observe alfo, that/, in Englilh, never 
terminates a word, nor j or u except in 
fsay ycuy or thsfe^ and thus by comparing 
the frequency of the letters, you will ge- 
nerally find ^ occur the ofteneft : next, Oy 
then tf , and i ; but u^ and y^ are not io 
often ufed as fome of the conionants. 
Among the vowels, e and o are often 
doubled \ the reft icatre ever : and e^ 
and J!, often terminate srords, but^ is 
leis frequent, and confequcntly eafily 
diftinguifhjed. 

To find out one confonant from ano** 
ther, you muft alfo obfcrvc their fre- 
quency. 
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quency, i/. A, », r, j, /, and next to 
^hofe, r, /, .^, /, fw, w, in a third rank 
nay be placed ; by ky pj and laflly q, Xy 
z. This remark, however^ belongs to 
Englilh ; for in Latin the conlbnants are 
/, r, Sy t\ next, c^ /, m^ «; then, d^gy h^p^ 
;; and laftly, by Xy z. But the firft dif^ 
ficulty is to come at the knowledge of 
three or four letters, therefore where a 
word of four letters hath the firft and 
fourth the fame, it h moft likely to be 
that'y to prove which look for another 
of four letters, beginning with the two 
firft, and ending with two others, and it 
will probably prove to be t hi s\ and 
more efpecially if you find another 
with three letters, beginning with the 
firft two, for in that cafe it muft be / A^; 
now "having foufid out in any part of the 
Cypher thefc three words (that) (this) 
and (the) place them over the charadters 
which you know to be /, A, Uy i, fy iy 
and then confider what letters are defi- 
cient, and what the words, from the num- 
ber of letters which compofe them, are 

moft 
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moft likely to be -, and you will find fuch 
ready and furprifmg intimation from the 
above fix defer ters you have apprehended, 
that you will foon be in poflfeffion of the 
whole battalion. Where words of two 
letters appear of the fame charafters, 
differently placed, it is moft likely one 
is », the the other n ^, fo of^ zndfo r, 
and from^ difcover and convift cacK 
other •, and / h are very often ufed in the 
beginning of Englifli words, as, the^ thatj 
this^ them^ thefe^ theiry thrnft^ thuoari^ 



CHAPTER II. 

THE Earl of Argyle*% method of 
confounding the fenfc of his letter 
by altering the place of the words, was 
at that time thought inexplicable ; and I 
have feen many methods laid down to 
explain it; but the readieft way is to 
mark the concurrence of proper wordsj 

jr 
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When Jrgyle had writ a letter thus, 
of which the above is a part of one, he 
filled up the fpaccs with any words 
which occurred, and then it appeared 
thus: 

I 
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I gone fo I and refufe ohje£i firfi you 

time much is way the our would have buji- 
nefs very Ipojfible of I fend here againft my 
Uitlwhat little upon know not which 
money afftfiance Ifervice any whatfhall re- 
folve THE at did leafi effeSually thought 
requifite notjum truly this grounds to fay 
Mr. thing nor know thty as hath grounds 
occajioned I do both do is red only let J dif 
tance in I half in an of thought my and go 
jou in or refolved fo I intend he or them 

OUR FRIENDS, i^C. ^C. (^C. 

Now as I obferved above, mark but 
the concurrence of proper words, and ef- 
pecially if they be at equal diftanccs 
(and fo his letter is writ) then the num- 
ber of words between thefe is the co- 
lumn ; and thus the bufinefs is done ; 
there may indeed be a proper coinci- 
dence by chance, but if you lay hold of 
fuch only as are equidiftant ; they muft 
develope the matter where the writer 
goes down one column and up another. 
And this is a much readier and certain 
method, than that laid down by Falconer. 

The 
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The immoitall^qrd 5^ri?»,^ j 

cfl: man Britain j or perhaps any other 

nation; "Tver produced, has ^^ven^us a 

fecfef way of cori^TpoiS3ence, and to di-( 

vert fufpicion, by inferting of nulls ; he( 

fays, " As for the IhTFting 0? cxamina* 

tion, there is ready prepared a new 

and profitable invention to this pur- 

pofe, which feeing it is eafily procured, 

to what end fhould we report it as de- 

**ficient? The invention is this: that 

*' you have too fets of alphabets, one 

^' of true letters, the other of non-figni- 

" ficants ; and that you likewife fold up 

*^ two letters, one of which may carry 

" the fecret, another, fuch as is probable 

** the writer might fend, yet without 

** peril : now if the meffenger be ftridly 

** exafnined concerning the Cypher, let 

«* him prefent the alphabet of nonfigni- 

** ficants, for true letters -, but the alpha- 

*< bet of true letters for non-fignificints : 

«* by this art, the examiner, falling upon 

** the exterior letter, and finding it pro- 

*' bable, Ihall fufpcft nothing of the in- 

*^ terior letter. 

Thb 



^ 



ff 



[ 30 ] 

The publication of this art, in fcmc 
meafurc defeated the ufe of it, but yet, 
without any alphabet, fuch writing is 
dccypherable, for if two alphabets arc 
ufcd, the number of characters will fhew 
it. 

Triihemius^ in his letters -to Arnoldus 
BcJiicuSj mentions fo many extraordi- 
nary methods of fccret information, 
that Frederick the 2d Prince Pala- 
tine, caufed his original M. S. to be 
burnt, and lucky it was, in ihofe 
days^ that the author did not burn 
with them-, and yet, thofe wonderful 
propofals Trithemius aftonifhed the 
world with might be performed without 
any of ' thofe fupernatural ajf\fiances he 
was fuppofed to €4>mmand. He informs 
Bojiicus that his firll book contains more 
Aan an hundred ways of fecret writing, 
without fufpicion, and without any 
tranfpofition of the letters ^ and that no 
man by human induftry, can know, or 
even fufpedt, the enveloped meaning of 
his letters, witfeput being taught the art 

bjT 
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by him. Notwithftanding thefe bold 
affertions, 1 am convinced that an or- 
dinary capacity in thefe days, who had a 
little confidered the matter, would fooii 
have convinced him of his error. Un- 
couth hard words were chiefly what he 
ufed to difguife his meaning : indeed he 
alfo aflerted, that he could convey in* 
formation by fire to any one inftrufted 
in his art, at an hundred miles diftance ; 
and that part of his art might, in the 
opinion of the Prince Palatine, be confi- 
dered more wonderful than any, and de- 
termine him to burn his books of witch- 
craft. Yet, in war time, this manner of 
correfpondence, is praAifed every night 
by the Spaniards at St. Roak (a high 
fituation near Gibraltar) to inform the 
Governor of Cadiz^ not only of the 
number of men of war lying at anchor 
in the bay of Gibraltar, but what number 
have failed either out of the bay, up the 
Mediterranean, or out of the Strcights 
mouth. I believe, indeed, they went no 
farther than this -, but they might, by 

the' 
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the fame rule, have informed the Go- 
vernor of Cadiz, that General Hargrave 
xvas more intent on getting money, than 
on defeating their intelligence ; for had 
the General caufed the fame fort of lights 
to have been exhibited from the fignal 
Jhoufe on the top of Gibraltar hill, at 
the lame time that the Spaniards Ibewed 
theirs, their method would have been ut- 
terly difconcerted : and yet aftonifhing 
to believe it ! this has been a conftant 
UNINTERRUPTED praftice of the Spani- 
ards, during every war, lince the Englifh 
have been in poffeffion of that important 
place ! Indeed the Governor may fay. 
What have I to do with the number ofjiilps 
in the hay, or with marine affairs? and it is 
more than probable that an Admiral, who 
commands a fleet there, might quarrel 
with the Governor for meddling with his 
department! and yet poor England 
abounds with fuch Generals,, and fuch 
Admirals too. But had Marfhal Saxe^ 
or Lord George Germaine, been Gover- 
nor of Gibraltar at thofc times, I am 

con- 
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convinced the Spaniards at Cadiz would 

have had no information from St. Roak, 
but what was conveyed by an ordinary 
meflengcr, or by cxprefs. They are fo 
aware of being defeated, by (hewing the 
SAMB number of lights, as there are 
King's (hips in the bay, that there is no 
forming any judgement by that j but by 
taking down conftantly every night, for 
fome weeks together, the lights they did 
fhew, and the diftance of time between 
each light, or lights, I was convinced they 
thereby reprefented the alphabet, and 
that they conveyed their information by 
letters of fire : indeed I hid in fome mea- 
fure acquired their method, but not un- 
derftanding Spanilh, and fearing a court 
martial and a Cajhiermenty if I had in- 
formed the Governor of my difcovery, 
1 have referved it to this hour of fafety, 
being, thank God, - out of the reach of 
every Ipecies of ignorance and incapacity, 
but that of my own ; for I do infift upon 
it, that a Governor fo ignorant or indolent 
as not to defeat fuch a kind of corref- 

C pondence, 
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ppndence, would be wicked, or foolifh 
enough, topunifh any officer who prefumed 
io di£late to him ! 

Th £ Spaniards by thofe lights npt only ex- 
preffed lctters,but figures alfo ; fo when they 
cnly meant to Ipecify the number of men 
of war in the bay, two lights might fignify 
the No. X, four XX, &c. The failing of 
the whole fleet out of the ftreights mouth, 
might be fliewn by one continued fire burn- 
ing, as I have often feen it, for fome time 
together.; and up the Mediterranean^ by 
two fires : yet every infor;nation of this 
kind may be defeated, and even falfe 
alarms given to the Spaniards at CadiZy 
by a Governor, who would take half the 
trouble to ferve his country, which he 
does to enrich himfelf, and diftrefs thofe 
under his command; for the worft civil 
government, is infinitely fuperior, to moft 
called military. I have known a Gover- 
nor of Gibraltar, fend ^Genoefe in wartime 
over to the Spanijh fide, to buy him feme 
potatocs^which the Spaniards hzA taken in 

an 
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an Irijk vefTel, and hang the poor Genoefe^ 

without trial, when he returned, for -a 
crime the man could not have been guilty 
of, had not the Governor, by fending him 
there, led him into it. After having ex- 
plained this matter, and fhewn how eafily 
the Spaniards may^ for the future, be dif- 
concerted in this particular inftance, I am 
afraid I have done them an eflential piece 
of fervice ; for tho* I can eafily fuppofe 
that Vre long General Elliot may become 
the Governor of Gibraltar ; yet I am con- 
vinced he is toa wife^ and too great a man^ 
to regard what I may fay upon this, as 
little, as what I have faid to him, upon a 
former occafion. 

Trithemius goes further in the art dF fe- 
cret information, than any other has yet 
pretended to; for he aflerts he can convey 
his fentiments at pleafure, to a dofe pri- 
foner three miles under ground, tho' he bt 
kept in the ftrifteft cuftody, 

SchoHuSj and many others, have em- 
ployed much unneceCfary time todifcovcr 

C2 . by 
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by what means fuch information could be 
conveyed to a man under ground ! but if 
it can be done, it mufl be effe&ed by cer- 
tain founds made in^ or upon^ the earth 
above ; but it is moil likely hia words are 
^enigmatically propofed, and therefore al- 
lowance muft be given for that j indeed 
it is likely, Trithemius might think it 
prafticable by magnetic powers; for it 
has been faid, that two needles touched by 
the fanie loadftone, and moving like the 
mariner's compafs in a circle, wherein the 
letters of the alphabet are defcribed, 
.would fympathife with each other, at 
however great a diftance they were; 
but this, Schottus^ and other naturalifts, 
have clearly demonftrated, to be imprafti- 

* cable at a greater diftance, than a few feet 

• afunder. 

The firft and chief art of fecret inti- 
mation in thefe days, is, to prevent fufpi- 
cion, as fcarce any kind of correfpondence 
can be carried on by cypher, but what 
may be unfolded without the key: a 
meflage may be conveyed by a piece of 

fewing 
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fcwing thread tied full of knots, and that 

twifted about a fmall parcel, fent to tha 
€onfed©rate, as I Ihall ftiew hereafter 5 fo 
likewife by mufical notes, both which 
methods are mentioned by Bifliop Wil- 
kins ; but then a matter of mufic might 
contrive fo to write by mufical notes, 
that they Ihall not only convey the 
harmony, but the words alto. Bifhop 
Wilkins has given a fmall fpecimen of 
writing by mufical notes ; but the want of 
time, and harmony to them, would create 
fufpicion, and that would foon produce a 
difcovery. 

The manner of fecret information by a 
knotted thread, or by marking a white 
thread with ink, I have carried on a cor- 
refpondence with ; and it is to be done by 
the following method, which I mention as 
the moft fimple, for it may be greatly im- 
proved. — Take two pieces of wood like 
a flat ruler, a foot or more long, and an 
inch broad, divide, from within about a 
quarter of an inch of each end, the ruler 
into twenty-four equal diftances, and on 

C 3 thefe 
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tbefe write, as in the plate annexed the 
twenty-four letters ; then fix two large 
pins in the hole which is to the left of 
4, and on the right of z, and tie a noofe in 
the end of the firing, and hitch it over 
die pin near a. Now, if you would fig- 
nify, 

Ffyy we are no longer fafe^ 

do it thus : — Bring the thread on from the 
right hand pin, and over the letter f^ 
cither tie a knot, or black it with ink ; 
then mark a knot at /, and then atjr ^ hert 
the firft word is taken without a return 
of the ftring, io continue to wind round 
the thread, and mark down the letters, 
*till the fenfe is compleat. Your confe- 
derate muft have a rule of the fame 
length and divifion, and upon receiving 
the firing, he winds off the letters, mark- 
ing them down as his ruler picks them up ; 
but if the knotted ftring be once fuf- 
pe£led to convey any private intimation, 
a decypher^ will find no difficulty in 
making out the fenfe it conveys, by re- 
ducing the knots into an alphabet of his 

own 
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ewn, by taking all the feveral diftance; 

betweea the knots, op other marks of 4if? 
tiniftion, or between a few of them, if 
the thread be long. This alfo is men- 
tioned by Bifhop Wtlkinsy and is to my 
certain knowledge prafticable, as well as 
decypherable \ for a gentleman of Har^' 
wichy a few years (ince, fent me a knotted 
thread, endofed in a paper, without any 
key or clue, than letting me underiland, 
it conveyed fome fort of infocpiation ; and 
and I foon difcovered, it was to let mc 
know, that one of the packets which go 
between that town and Holland^ was cafi; 
away, upon the Dutch coaft. 

Bishop WilkinSy in his fecret and fwlft 
mefibnger, fays, * It is very obfervablc 

* what Vallejius relates of Pet. Pontius^ 
' who, by an unheard of art, taught the 
^ deaf to ^eak; firft teaching them to 

< write the name of any thing he ftxould 

< point to, and afterwards provokmg 
^ them to fuch motions of the tongue, as 

* might aniwer the feveral words : and^ 

* it is probable,' (ays the Bifhop, ^ that 

* this invention, well followed, might 

^bc 
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* be of Angular ufe, to thofe who ftand in 

• need of fuch helps, though certainly 

* that was far beyond it (if true) which is 
« related of an ancient DoSar Gabriel 
« Neale^ that he could underftand every 
« word, by the meer motion of the lips, 

• without any utterance.* But it is im- 
poflible that fliould be done, with any 
degree of certainty, for the visible mo- 
tion is often the fame, in the uttering 
different letters and words, as b and p ; 
pronounce, mutton^ and butter^ and you 
will find the lips have exaftly the fame 
motion •, and that the difference in found 
arifes, from the breath paffing through 
the nofe, in the former, and through the 
lips in the latter; and found is what no 
eye can perceive j and confequently, it is 
impofTible, to teach one born deaf to 
fpeak, though they may be taught, to 
write. I have feen a lady, who was born 
deaf, write down in her common place- 
book, upon the entrance of a grey eyed 
ftranger, who vifited the family, — 
Puppies Eyes\ and having mentioned the 

teaching a deaf perfon to read and write, 

it 
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it may not ht improper to inform thofe, 
who by age or accident have loft their 
fight, how they may be abfe neverthelefs 
to write very diftin£tly. Let any com- 
mon joiner make a flat board, about 
fourteen inches long and twelve wide, 
in the middle of which let a place be funk 
deep enough, when lined with cloth, 
to hold only, two or three fheets of fool's- 
cap paper, which muft quite fill up the 
Ipace ; over this muft be fixed a very thin 
falfe frame, which is to cover all but the 
paper, and faftened on by four little pins, 
fixed into the lower board ; and acro& the 
lower frame, juft over the paper, muft 
be a little Aider, an inch and a half 
broad, which muft flip down into fe- 
veral recefles m^de in the upper frame, 
at proper diftances for the lines, whiph 
ihould be near an mch afunder -, and this 
ruler, on which the writer is to reft 
his fourth and little finger, muft be made 
full of little notches, at a quarter of an 
inch diftance from each other; and 
thefe notches will inform the writer, by 
his little finger dropping from notch, to 

notch. 



notcH, Kow to avoid, niimmg ane Istter 
into anodier. When he comes to the end 
of the line, he muft more his Aider down 
to die next groove, which may eafily he 
fo contrived wtdi a ipiing^ to give wam* 
ing, that it is properly renK)Ved to the 
fecond line, and fo on. ^ I would not^ 
by diis hint, to inflruft the IrfttKi to writt, 
have it underftood, that I mean to dif- 
credit Mr. Pinchbeclts NoSumal Remem- 
hranctTy or that X took the hint from that 
ufeful Toy 9 having above twenty years ago, 
affiiled^ gentleman, then, and now living 
at Svuthamptoffj with fuch an apparatus 
for writing as defcribed abovcr Nor 
would I have it fuppofed, that like the 
man who aiking the ule of fpe6tacles, and 
on being told they were to read with, was 
furprifed that he could not, by applying 
them to his ncfcj as others did, make out a 
fingle word, 'till the optician's amaze- 
ment produced the following pertinent 
qucftion. Whether he ever could read 
without fpeftacles ? 



• The writer muft uft a fountain pen. 

CHAP- 



«••-» 



^ • 



.' ' ■« • .. ^ • # ^ ■ , 



J' 



r 



I 43 ] 

CHAPTERS 

BISHOP WILKINS, in his thapfler 
relative to a language confifting of 
tunes and mufical notes, without any ar- 
ticulate found, fays, ^^ If the mufical in- 

* flrument that is ufed to this pinp6fe, be 
^ able to exprefs the ordinary notes, not 

* only acconling to their diSctcnt i$H^^ 
^ but their times alfo, then may each let* 
' ter of the alphabet be rendered by a fin- 
' gle found, whence it will follow, that 

< a man may frame a language, cOnfifting 

* only of tunes, and fuch inarticulate 

< founds^ as no letters can exprefs^ which 

* kind of fpeech, is fancied to be uiual 

* amongft the lunary inhabitants i who, 

* as Doming9 Gonfaks hath difcovirtd^ have 

* contrived the letters of the alphabet 

* upon the notes after fome fach order." 
But the fpecimen the Biihop has given by 
-writing Gloria Deo Soli by minums, 
oi mufical lines, will inftantly appear to 

any 
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any one, the leaft converfant with mufic ; 
that being without harmony or time, it 
muft have no meaning, or that fome hid- 
den matter is thereby difguifed. I fhall 
dierefore endeavour to write down an al- 
phabet by mufical notes, in fuch a manner, 
that even a mafter of mufic fhall not fuf- 
peft it is to convey any meaning, but that 
which is obvious ^ and I am perfuaded an 
alphabet of mufical notes may be fo con- 
trived, that the notes fhall not only con- 
vey the harmony, but the very words 
of the fong, fo that a mufic-mafler 
(which is too often his defign) may in- 
ftru£t his female pupil, not only how to 
play upon an infb'ument, but how to 
play the fool at the fame time, and im- 
pofe upon her parents or guardians, by 
hearkening to his folly, impertinence, or 
wickednefs. When a mufick-mafter 
has once taught his female pupil to un- 
derfland a mufical alphabet, and fbe will 
permit him to carry on a fecret coirefpon- 
dencc, he may fend her daily, a lefibn 
which fhe may repent having learnt, as 
long as fhe lives. In 
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Ik the plate annexed, I have given a[ 
mufical alphabet, and under it a fpecimen 
to explain more fully my meaning. If a 
mufick-mafter be required to play it, he 
-will certainly think it an odd, as wdl as 
a very indifferent, compofition ; but nei- 
ther he, or any other perfon, will fufped: 
that the notes convey alfo the two follow- 
ing harmonious lines from Dr. Goldimith's 
Poem, The Deferted Village. 

** Near yonder copft where once the garden fmird, 
** And ftill where many a garden-flower grows wild /* 

Now it may be fo ordered, that the 
plain notes, i. e. the crotchets and m- 
nums alone, compofe the alphabet, and 
that neither flatts nor Jharps^ nor the 
fmaller note* between, (which may be 
placed as mere graces, and meant 
to deceive) have any thing to do 
with the reading; fo that the Decy- 
pherer would not fo readily know how 
to proceed, and many people there 
are, who will think it impoffible to be 
made out without thelcey ; yet I am per- 

fuadcd. 



fbacfed, we f^ho poilb0es a very mode* 
rstetofn for fuch bufinefs, would read it 
in 4 very jQbort time. 

I? the woixls of a Ibng^ould be thus 
comryed by the nptes, ^Sl^eU as the air, 
it vould, f:iiqkfive of the contrivance, 
be of infiiujte fervice and eafe, to ladie$ wlp 
fing : indeed it feems, to thofe whoai;e not 
acquainted with mufic, almoft inconceiv- 
able, how a |)erfon at iBrft fight, fhall be 
able to read the bafs and trebble cliSv 
liogether with the woi^s, and play two 
parts, and fing one, at the fame time. 
It is certam that two muficians might, hy 
a very Htde application, carry on a connef- 
pondence with their indruments: they 
are all in poflefli^n of die feven notes, 
which exprefs a, b, c, d, e, f, g; and 
know by ear exaftly, when either of thofe 
notes are to»ed ; and tbey are only to kt- 
■rie a correlpohdence of tones, for the re- 
maining part of the alphabet ; and thus a 
little pradice, might enable two fiddlers to 
carry on a correfpondtnce, which would 
greidy aftonifh diofe who did not know 

how 
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how the matter was condufted. Indeed 

this h no more, than what is called 
daStykgyy or talking m the fingers^ which 

I havefeen done^^d underftood as quick, 
and, readily almoft, as common conver- 
fation. 

Those who txt acq[Hii&t§jLwith Lord \ 
I £4Ctf»'sgreatde^thof capacity, willreadily \ 
i agree with me, t^at a fecret method^ of | 
\ writing contrived by a man of his amaz- 1 
|ng penetration, muft be fuperior to all^ 
^thers, as indeed it is, and contaij^'^e , I 
heft d^ree of Cypher. I (hall there<- 
lay before the reader lus inyentioa of 
ritin^. 

For performing this, you muft have 
a bi-literary alphabet, and a bi-formed 
alphabet -, then write down the fecret met- 
fage on a paper a-part ; you are to fuppofc 
that all the letters in the firft alphabet ex- 
prefs Cy and thofe in the fecond b ; to the 
interior letter, which Lord Bacon calls 
bi-literate, you uiaU fit a bi-formed ex- 
terior letter, which ihali anfwer the other. 
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letter for letter; and afterwards fet k 
down. liCt the exterior example be, 

A&-n^-re te vch-lo do-nec v-en-cro. 

Ahd the interior be, 

F IT G E. 

Example. 
F U G E. 

Aabab baabb aabba aabaa 
Manert U volo donee venero. 

Further Example. 

All things do happen ar c^rdmg to our 
de/ires the particulars you/haW understand 
when we me^t a/ the appointed time ani 
'place of which you >»ii/t «ot /ai/ by any 
means thefuccefs of our afizirs does much 
depend upon the meeting tha/ w^ have a- 

ffceed upon. 

Inferior Letter. 

Fly, for we aredifcover'd, I am forced 
to write this. 

i ^he above Example further illujlrated. 
Aabab ababa babba aabab abbab baaaa 
F L Y F O R 

babaa 
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babaa aiabaa aaaaa baaaa aabaa aaabb 

W E A R E D 

abaaa baaab aaaba abbab baabb aabaa 

I S C O V E 

baaaa aaabb .abaaa aaaaa ababb* aabab 
R D 1 A M F 

abb 2^ baaaa aaaba aabaa aaabb baaba 
O R C E D T 

abbab' babaa baaaa abaaa baaba aabaa. 

W R I T E 
baaba aabbb abaaa. baaab 

T HI S. 

1 NT the above Cypher it is to be ob- 
fcrved, that the outward wri/ing muft 
bear a quintuple proportion to the inwards 
Therefore to decypher the above, you 
muft firft find out whether two or three 
alphabets are ufed, and this will be dif- 
covered by the different kinds of letters^ 
which compofe the outward writing ^ 
fuppofe one alphabet to be a^ the other 
if^ and the third r, then take out the 
three letters as if they only were inferted,, 
and then it falls under the fame method 
of decyphcring it, as the firft fpecimen I 

D have 
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have given, for it is nothing to the ptjr- 
pofc, whether your fuppofitionis and the 
writer's, be the fame or not ; for if you 
fuppofe always an a for his b^ -the opera- 
tion will be equally the fanne. 

I cannot here quit my Lord Baco n, 
without noaking one remark, whidi, 
though it is painful to refleft on, and 
indeed refleds a little on his memory, 
yet it is too true and ftriking a proof, of 
his not being above praftifing thofe arts, 
which moft lawyers make ufe of. The 
above methpd of fecret writing is cer- 
jtainly the moft ingenious of any ever 
invented, and y^t it was invented and 
publiflied too, by that great man : what 
then muft we think of him; who, when 
Attorney General, at the tryal of the 
Earl of Somerfet, mentions this kind 
of fecret writing as an aggravation of the 
Earl's crime, concerning the poifoning of 
Sir Thomas Overbury? where, fpcaking 
of the Earl's former intimacy with Sir 
Thomas, ' Nay, (fays be) they were 
' grown to fuch an inwardncfs, as they 

'had 
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* had Cyphers and Jargons for the King and 

* Queen, and all the great men v things 

* feldom ufed, but either by Princes and 

* their Embafladors, and Minifters, or 

* by fuch as work or pradice againft, or 

* ^t lead upon^ Princes.* But may it not 
be neceflary, that every means, by which 
a fecret correfpondencecan be carried on, 
Ihould be publifhed, provided there is at 
the lame time a clue given, how to come 
at it ? For no man, however expert he 
may be in other matters, can readily let 
about reading a letter, written in Cypher, 
who has not previoufly confidered the 
matter ; yet I muft confefs, mod authors, 
who have writ upon this fubjed, except 
Biftiop Wilkins (who was a very good 
man) have acknowledged, that the pub- 
lifhing fuch an art, would be detrimental 
to the public. And Trithefnius thought 
it neceflary to make an apology for 
printing his fix books of Polygraphy : 
but, on the other hand, let it be confi- 
dered, of what importance to a ftate it 
may be, to have more than o%,is, man / 

D a abie 
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able, upon any urgent occafion^ to read' 
letters written in Cypher. 

There ^^ ere infinite pains taken, much 
time loft, and perhaps the life of a King 
too, for want of a ready decypherer of* 
thofe letters writ by the Earl of Argyle, 
during the confpiracies carried on in 
Scotland j and yet one of thofe letters, 
of which a part is given above, and which 
occafioned fo much pains and lofs p{ 
time to unriddle, would now be reduced 
to the true fcnfe, in a very few hours •, not 
becaufe men are now more wife, but be- 
caufe more men have of late confidered 
the matter thoroughly. Indeed I am of 
©pinion, that the fon of a decypherer, 
even untaught, will more readily ac- 
quire his father^s art, than the fon of any 
other man, of equal abilities; and if 
this be true, no cenfure can juftly fall oh 
the Biffiop of Bath and Wells, for pro- 
curing the revcrfion of his employment 
to his fon. 

That in general, the fon of a mufi- 
cian, exclufiye of the advantage he has 

of 
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of an able mailer at handy will learn to 
play on any inftrument, at a younger 
age than other children, I have knowil 
many inftahces of. There is a profeffor 
of mufick now living, who, when a very 
little boy, and not much bigger than 
the fiddle he played upon, aftoniflied m^ 
fo much, when I firft heard him, that I 
could not help faying, I was certain his 
father was by profeflion a mufician ; —he 
was fo ; but I was at the fame time af- 
fured, that he never took any pains to 
teach his fen, and the boy, befide play* 
ing well on the fiddle, accompanied ic 
by whiffling through his teeth (a praftice 
entirely his own) fo that his Jiddle and 
v>hijile together, was quite equal, to moft 
fiddles accompanied \ntli a tabor and 
pipe ! an4 the genius of the offspring for 
the particular profeflion of the father, 
is not only to be obferved amongft the 
human fpedes, but in brutes alfo. I* 
had once a Newfoundland dog, who hav-' 
ing his early education on board of a, 
man of war, was there ^aught to do 

' D 3 many 
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many things, which I will not venture 
here to relate, and only obferve, that a 
puppy, which he produced even from a 
a greyhound bitch, mherited many of 
his tricks untaught. Heretofore a cri- 
minal convict who could read and 
write, faved his life : but I apprehend 
the art is now too common, and that it 
occafions many to lofe their lives^ by 
having been taught writing, and reading, 
inftead of ploughing, and fowing. Bifhop 
Wilkins tells a pleaiant ftory of a negro 
Have, who being fent with a letter and a 
baflcet of figs, and the flave's aftonifhmen t, 
when he found, that the letter informed 
the perfon to whom they were fent, that 
he had eat a part of them on the way ; 
and who, upon a future.occafion, hid the 
letter under a ftone while he purloined 
the prefent, with no better fucceis : and 
I have myfelf heard a negro fay, with 
aflonifhment. That *Becerara mahpen^ 
and fen make paper talk I and this puts 
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me in mind of a finart reply, made by a 
litde negro boy to his matter^ who, find- 
ing him a child of good parts, frequently 
converfed familiarly with him ; but yet 
when he committed a fault, gave him a 
note to carry to the overfcer of hid 
plantation, diredling therein, that he 
ihould be whipped. The boy perceiv- 
ing the conftant and fatil confequence 
of cai^rying a bit of paper to the 
overfeer, took a favourable occafion 
to queflion his mafler about it; and 
why, when he carried a bit of 
paper, and at no other time, the 'over- 
feer treated him with fuch fcverity ? The 
mafter then informed him, that thepa- 
per talked fo J and fo^ to tfie overlter, be-^ 
caufe he was idle, and negletSed hii 
work;— why mafter, faid he, T never 
fee you work!-— no, not with my hands; 
it is true, faid the mafter ; but I work* 
with my head, which is much more la* 
horious work than yours* So the next 
time the boy wa^ fent with a paper to 
the overfeer, heihrcw it away, and being . 
aikcd by his matter, what die overfeer 

faiot 



ftia to him ? Notlfing/ Kp\\6d die bojrv 
fori did not go to him, having this time 
worked with my head too. But to re- 
turn to the matter of fecret writing, and 
the art of difclofing it. Now having 
given the moft difficult method, i* e. of 

Lftrd ^Bacon^s wr iting e mnia per em nia^ I 
fliall only briefly mention a few others, 
treated of by Bifliop Wilkins, Falconer, 
Schottus, &c. many of which may be 
almoft as foon read as written. 

CHAPTER IV. 

ONE very ingenious method which 
Schottus^faid he had irom Count 
Qonsfield is, what would fruftrate the 
method given of decyphering above. 
This is done by difpofing the letters of 
the alphabet in a line or a circle, over 
which -they place any nun[iber of figures 
in this manner : 

" 436 / 
abcdefghiklmnopqrftuwxyz 
You then write the fecret inttntion 
on a paper, and over tbt top of the let- 

^ • tcrs 
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ters placi the number of figures agtee4 

on, let the words be thefe : 
. The Governor of the tnty, U bgond ^cr* 
ruption^ fa that we may conqltide there i$ 
nothing of bribery willfirve (fie fum* 

Which words, a^corcjingj to the cx-» 
ample will ftand thus : 

436 436^36^3 64 364 3643 64 
The Gov){rn^ of the city is 
364364 3643643643 64 3643 64 364 
beyond corruption, fo that we may 
36436436 43643 64 3643643 ^4 364- 
conclude, there is; nothing of bri- 

36436 4364 36436 436 4364- 
bery will ferve the turn. 

Observe what figure ftands over the 

the firft letter of the writing, viz. T^ 

with the figure 4, then count forward as 

many letters, and write down the fourth, 

which from / will be x ; then fee what 

figure will be over the fccond letter A, 

which is figure 3 ; count forward from 

A three, and it will be k ; then write 

down the fixth letter from e^ and it will 

4be k alfo ; and fp proceed, always ob^ 

ferving. 
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(rrving, that the letters in the writing, are 
fccretly communicative, to the figures 
above it, until you come to the end of 
the epiftle, which will then fland thus : 

Xkk kqahtfrt ti wnh eoxa ow dkbqfg 
ctvtafworp yr wndw bh of b etqegyfk. 
xkkug ow ptxkoqui ti dxmdkvlk zlqa 
vkvxk xkk xxxq. 

To decyphcr this, tranfcribe the Cy- 
pher out of the epiftle, keeping the lines 
and letters at fuch a diftance, that you 
may place over each, a figure above it ; 
then' endeavour to find out the number 
of figures in the key, which muftbe en- 
quired into by feveral fuppofitions. 
Suppofe the number of figures to be 
three, then place them above the Cypher 
in this order. 

123 12312312 31 
xkk kqahtfrt ti, &c.&c. 
Nowobfcrve, where the fame charaften 
and the fame figures happen to fall toge- 
ther, and you will lind, that it expreffeth 
the lame power, as in the example, and that 
kj with the figure 3 placed over it, has 
the power of <?, through the whole writ- 
ing i 
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ing ) and that x, with the figure i over 
it, lignifies / ; but the fame letter, when 
its %ure is altered, cannot exprefs the 

fime power, for q^ with 2, r, with i, 
and / with 3, exprefs feverally, 0, 
in the writing. ' Therefore, one and 
the lame letter, will be expreflcd by dif* 
ferent charaders, fo contrary to the firft 
Cypher, laid down in the former part of 
this treatiie j for here you will find, as in 
the firft word of the above Cypher, that 
k not only ftands for A, but e aUb, fb that 
you may be certain when any character 
is double in 9 writing of this nature; 
different charafters, are exprefled by that 
letter. Having made thefe, and other 
general remarks, proceed to difco- 
ver particular fyllables or words, and 
having got one^ you will fbon find, with 
it, the true numbers that are contained in 
the key, or at Icaft fome of them, which 
will help you to the reft, obferving, 
that in your feveral operations, you 
muft count the letters backwards *, fince 
in general, the Cypher is written forwards ; 

yet. 
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yet, as I have remArkecl.abp^e,. both 
ways fbould bc.triedv . 
- Bishop Wilkin? obferye^, that the 
differeme qf ch^&Beri in^ the world, is 
part of the general curfe upon their once 
dm tongue ; and from the fan;je reafon 
we n>ay: infer, that the different methodsi 
of writing thofe char;a£ters are fo too. 

The Oriental languages are writ from 
the right hand to the left onlyj the 
Ethiopic and Armenian proceed as ours 
do, from the left to right, as well as 
Greek, Latin, French, Spajiifh, and 
German. At firft the Greeks writ from 
the left hand to the right, and then from 
the right to the left, forward and back- 
ward as the ground is ploughed ; fo that 
an epiftle fo writ, might perplex a 
little, a fpecimen of which is given by 
Bifhop WilkinSy thus; 
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Here tfie reader muil begin at the 
firft letter /, and take the letters down 
from the top to the bottom, and then go 
up the next row, and fo on, and he 
will find the reading to be, 

The peff Hence doth Jiill encreafe amongjk 
U5\ wejhallnotbeabletoholdoutthejiege 
withiut frejh and fpeedy fupply. This is 
faid to be the praftice of the Chincfe. 

I have obferved above, that a long 
letter writ in cypher is eaficr made out 
than a few words only, and this arifes 
from the frequency of the vowels, and 
the repetition of the fame words, there- 
fore a fentence contrived wherein the 
fcwcft letters are employed, will be the 

moil 
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tnoll difficult fb read, as the fdlowtng 
fpecimen will evince, which is compoTed 
of only one third part of the alphabet, 
and writ according to Cafar\ method, 

taking the b for a, the c for b, and fo 

on. 

• 

bcdefghiklmnopqrftuwxyz^ 
abcdtfghiklmnopqrftuwxyz 
h, untke, he, h, dnwke, aws, 
h, dnwke, mns, boc, hie, he, dnw]^e» 
mns, gnx, dnwke, h, h, dnwke, 
mns, xhsinwu, h, dnwke, dnwke, 
h, dnwke znw ? 

The reader will obferve, that in the 
above cypher, there are two fingle cha-f 
rafters together, as h, h, and that there 
is a repetition of a word of five letters 
d,n,w,k,e, /. e. the fame word repeated 
twipc ^ethcr, yet if he will be at the 
pains to ^ick it out from the alphabet 
above, it will appear to be a jingle of 
words, which however is fenfc, if it be 
not good gram man 

I have leen a very ingenious method 
of fecret information, which was by a let- 
ter delivered open to a perfon,, who 

was 
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was going abroad, and which appeared 
to him, as it would to every common 
reader, to be the warmed recommenda* 
tion of the bearer to the writer's friend 
and correfpondoit that could be ; yet» 
at the fame time, the real intention 
of the writer was, to caution his friend 
againft having aay connexion with him, 
as he was the mofl: wicked and daogeraus 
man he ever knew. The following let- 
ter will Ihew how the other was contrived, 
but is infinitely inferior, as it is, in many 
places, fo lame, as to create fufpicion % 
and (jufpicion alone is fuHicicnt to produce 
the true meaning : but the other letter I 
have feen, had none of thefc imper- 
feftions, but was writ throughout^ in an 
•^afy, familiar, and natural ftyle. 

The paper being doubled in the mid- 
dle, the real epiftle is writ on the left 
hand fide thus : 

Th£ defign is not 
fecret j there is now no 
fafety but by flight; ^ 

do not fail to meet me 
half an hour hence; 
let the next meeting be 

juft 
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juft without the gate; 
(ifiny fenfcs are found) 
we may conclude to have 
infallible evidence 

the fnare is prepared 
cffeftually to entrap 
you and yours, &c. 

P. S. Prithee ex- 
pofe not thyfclf to 
imrninent danger. 

The manner of concealing // thus. 

The dcfign is not in danger to all it is as yet 
fccret ; there is now no thing in view to threaten our 
fafety but by flight ; we ihould ruin all our defigns. 
do not fail to meet me by fix in the old manner; 
in half an hour hence ; I intend to be at the confult*. 
let the next meeting be where they will, 111 have notice 
juft without the gate; was the Governor this morning 
(if my fenfes are found) fecure as we could wifh him 
we may conclude to have hit right on the nrnans #ind more 
infallible ^ evidence not on this fide conjunflion, 
the fnare is prepared they arc mifted and fee that it is 
efFeftually to entrap tiem and on their roin to raife 
you and yours, Sec. 

P. S. Prithee throw off thofe vain fears; 
expofe not thyfelf to fcorn when there is not any 
imminent danger. 

The 



t 6$ 1 

"WRitiNG, in the above manner, 
^was praftifed by the Roman Senators, s 
and other great men among them, 
who being fo frequently importuned 
to write in favor of thofe whom 
they knew nothing of, agreed amongft 
themfelves, upon Ibme fecret intimation, 
that what they writ^ and what they 
meant, were frequendy very diflferent. 
From this pra£Uce the proverb De me* 
Uori nota commendare^ arofe \ and ibme-^ 
thing like this, I think, is known amongft 
us at this day, as written wilh^or without^ 
Court favor I 

Upon the fubjefl: of fecret informa^ 
tion by figns, or geftures, without the 
help of words, or letters ^ I ihall here 
infert what Lord Bacon fays. It is cer<« 
tain, fays he, that ^' whatfoever may be 
^< diftinguiflied into differences, fufiicient 
*• for number, to exprefs the variety of 
^* notions (fo thofe * differences be per-^ 
*« ceptible to fenfe) may be the convoy 
-<« of the cogitation, from man to man v * 

£ and 
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arid foon after he adds, notes tKerefore 
of things, which without the mediation 
of words (or letters) fignify things, 
are of two forts ; whereof the nrlris 
fignificant /af..,c<»caBJuo^ and the other 
ad pLACjTyMj and the fame noble au- 
thor, fpeaking of tranfitory figns of in* 
formation, fays, ^*^s for gefturcs, they 
are, as it were, tranfitory Hliriglyj^i€s\ 
for as words pronounced Vaniffi, writ-^ 
iftgs remain 5' fo hieroglyphics^ expreifed 
by geftures, arc tranficnt; but paintedy 
permanent; as y/henPeriander being 
confulted with how to preferre a tyranny^ 
he bid the meflenger Hand ftill, and, 
walking in his garden^, iop*d all the 
highefi fi&vHTS \* the meaning of which* 
was, the taking off the heads of moft 
of the nobility and keeping the others^ 
low. 

Schottus demonftrates how a man may,, 
by ufing words that are infignificant to 
the confederates, guard thofe which are 
to be fccret, from fufpicion % which he 
clearly fhews by the following example- 

SUFPOSJ^: 
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Suppose the fccrct intention Is tS 

llirarn the confederates of danger, and ta 
advife them to cfcape, arid the Wofdj 
thefe^ 

Sumus in periculo ; caveU 

The harrarigue thus : 

in matiu Dei fumus ubicunque verfamUf 
hanc oh caufam nos m rebus adverfis 
fiejuaquam pufillanimes ejfe debemus i qua- 
niam Deus periculo <imni eripere poUfi^ 
Ergo AUDiTOREs csLYete peccaU ^ €ur(M 
rerum vijirarum permittik Deo, &€• 

Observe here^ that the words which 
exprefs aniiiiate beings^ hint to the Con-^ 
federates, that they precede the words 
which are to convey the fecrct informa^ 
tion, as Dei, nos, Deus, auditores^ 
and the words which follow them are 
fimus in periculo \ eavete. 

pAtcoNER gives a fpecimen of this 
method in Engliih thus— ^ 

Suppose the words to be communis 
Cated were 

Fly, you are difcovered. 

E 2 " Th« 
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4 The dilcourfe may be td thiscflfeca: 
If c every man fy to his duty. Gentle- 

f^my^u now lee what people are^ . and 
may do in their madnefs : but we dif^ 
covered long fince their foHy, &c. 

The words that point out the Iccret 
meaning are, man, q.entlem an, people^ 
v^E ; and taking the four words which 
immediately follow them, the confede- 
rates are told to fly, for they arc difco- 
vered. Now the fame method may be 
followed in carrying on a fecret corrcf-, 
pondence by mufical notes, or by com- 
rtiunicating the words of a fong, by the 
fame vehicle, which points out the time 
znd harmony, and this may be done 
(without having any knowledge of 
muli^al compofitions) but by any- 
common- piece of mufic whatever: to 
do this an alphabet; muft be formed, 
as in the plate annexed; or in any 
other manner, for h may be con- 
trived much better for the purpofe : then 
take any piece of mufic (but fuch as i^ 

CQIU- 
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eompofedof t^e greatcft variety of notes 
wiU be beft) and copy it out upon 
rujed mufic paper, lettving oee row of 
h\sui^\i lines biejiweisn ; i. e. thofe lines on 
whid^ the fecond o;* bafs is ufu^Uy writ* 
When you have copied the wfeofc out, 
draiyftraightliaesoo the b^scUfT, exactly 
under jthofe, which divide the time in the 
trebble. Suppofe you would write, A^ 
time ye mufes^ 'tfr. look ifpr die jnotp 
whiph is m in your alphabet, ^d thea 
i^xy 5 nov liippoijc there ^xc eight or 
t^n notes between tUt^tm and tl\e/, t|;iea 
thofe ai:e to be n;iarked .as nulls qn thip 
bafi cliff, jufl under ea(:h note, by that 
mark, which in mufic in^ports a £eft, 
which i? this 1, and the confederate 
;who ha$ the key, kno]0/ing that .the r^« 
notes are nifUs^ o^ly makes ufe of thofe 
which are open^ pr vi^hich may be 
|)ointed out, by inferting other notes ex« 
jidly under them in the bafs cliff, and if 
the under notes, are placed three notes 
^ower on the lines^ than thofe in the trel^ble 

E 3 zx9^ 
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iare, th^y will in that cafe be in harm^y, 
and the refis between, being in fuch an 
order, will prevent any fufpicion, except 
to thofe who underftand mufic ; and yet 
even thofe who do, woqld hardly fufpedt 
that the notes of Lady Co ventr/s minuet, 
implied, as it might, an affignation in 
Grofvenor-fquare ; or, inftead of the refts 

" l)eing under the nulls, as they will of 
tourfe be veiy frequent, they might be 
placed only under thofe notes which con- 
vey the reading, and then the bafs clifT 
Wduld appejir as iu^ as the trebble, and 
tend the more to perplex the decyphercr, 
as he could not be fure, but both 
lines were employed to conceal the 
private writing : indeed where letters 
fell very diftant from each other in the 
trebble, it might be fupplied, and fre- 
quently too, on the bafs cliffy and figni-r 
fied by a dot, or Ibme other mufical cha^- 
irafter, placed near the trebble note 

. immediately above it. 

A Jettcr thus writ in Cypher, would 
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.^lifconceit even a good Decypher^r, and 

throw him out of the methodical way» 

/ofcoming at die fecret contents; indeed 

I rather thinks it muft be come at, more 

•from ingenuity, than method. 

This however is a hint only, how 
this kind of Cypher may be compleatly 
made nfe of, than a perfe& method^ 
but I am petfHadcd that a good comr 
pofer cf mufick, would be able to 
write any common epiftle, with the 
.aififtance of the trel^bie and bais diB^ 
4b as to have yeryic^nuU^nottS'y and the 
^cretmesuunginftaiitly obtained by tho& 
'who are in poilbflion of theharmonic alpha- 
^t. Or, fuppofe every crc^t wmimm^ 
twhich is tOfejcprefs a letter, is writ widi 
«^e tail of the note downwards, and ail 
«:the nuUs upwards: this indeed might 
cccafion {oaxt awkwardnefs in the ap- 
pearance of the mufic, but it would not 
4end at all to a difcovery, but ftill, what 
i think praSicable is, that an harmmc 
.^^Iphab^t may be fo contrived by a good 

com- 
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^ompofer of mufic, that every note Ihall 
be expreffive of a letter, and convey the 
words of thefongas perf eftly to the eye^ 
as they do the harmony to the ear. The 
compofer of an harmonic alphabet^ 
ihould be careful to include thofe notes, 
which arc moft frequently ufed, into Ws 
alphabet ; and thofe, I think, are on, or 
between, the five ruled mufic lines; buthe 
muft carefully avoid having any of thofe 
notes already fb well knOwn to exprels a^ 
i^ r, i, ^,/, ^, keeping their proper place, 
for that would be the firft confidieratioa 
of an ingenious Decypherer. Now if 
this art of writing fecretly by mufical 
notes, was to be pra&iced, I queftion 
ivhether a Decypherer, to be expert in 
his art, muft not only be a mafier of 
languages, but even a difeiple of ApoUi. 
However, according to the mufical al- 
phabet annested, provided a letter is writ 
by it, and the aSive notes well corded 
jbetween with nuHsy upon the fame lines, 

whicK 
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'wbkh might be known to be fucb, hf 
the tail being turned -up or dowD» or 
charafterifed by the mark for a be^ ai 
ihake, a trill, a pauie, a flatc, or a fliarp; 
it wduld be fcarce poffible &}r a Deq^"* 
pherer ta make out,, with certainty^ the 
&nfe I and this method unfubUJ/ied^ woukt 
^be leaft liable to fufpicion \ for who^ thac 
examined a fulpe&ed meflenger> would 
think an old fong, without word% in 
which perhaps the mefleng^r^s tobaccaor 
ihuflf might be put, contained the iecreC 
he was to convey ? nor could an ordinaiy 
meflenger, either by bribes or threats, di& 
cover any thing more> than that the bearer 
was firii^y charged to deliver that piece / / 
of mu0c, into which he put his tobacco^ 
to fuch a particular peribn. 
. It may ieem 4t firfti, difficult to ie»* 
member^ what letters the notes imply ^ and 
J ihould have thought fo too> had not the 
makingout of the alphabet only inq»efled 
ipy mind, with the remembrance of evcrf 
^er^ and yet I cannot boaft of haviiig 
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a good memory ; but upon trying the 
pcriment in my family, I find that it is 
attainable, by writing them down two or 
three times, without any further trouble : 
iiideed to remember a name, or a word, 
it is bcft done by writing it down, 
riwwgh it be only with the finger, upon 
a table, without any mark; asthehar* 
ing turned the form of the let^rs by the 
hand, will greatly affift the memory^ 
Bilhop Wilkins thmks it pdfible, that if 
inarticulate founds can be contrived t<> 
cixprefs not only leiUrs and iwrdsy but 
f KING* 4ind NOTIONS, then th^e might 
be fuch a general language formed, as 
might be cqazUy fptakaUe by men of all 
ilations, and fo rellore to u$ wbat we M^ 
by the fccond general curfe, which is yet 
sianifefted unto us, hefays^ not only in the 
confpfion of writing, but alfo in fpcceh. 

But I am apprehenfive this univerfal 
language may fleepquietly ^mh ihcfiyi9fg 

€kariot^ the &me author, was oaoe fo bvSf 

'm conllrufting* 
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If It be afked why men are not able, l| 

thefe days, to decypher the Egyptiitfk 
Hieroglyphicksj as well as other charafler^ 
it may be, that we are not fufficiently ac^ 
quainted with the rites and myfteries df 
their religious worfliip. Hkroglyphieks 
lignifies facred fculpture ; and this thejr 
canred upon pillars and pyramids* and 
painted them upon cottins^ mummieSf&c. 
fo a King was exprefled by a bee, who had 
the fweets to feaft upon, and a fting t6 
punifh. A ferpent with the tail in his 
mouth, reprefented the revolution of thfe 
year, by returning into itfelf : fo when 
Darius was wearied out, in the war widi 
the Scythians, they fent him a prefent of 
a bird, a moufe, a frog, and a bundle of 
arrows; intimating thereby, that ^till 
the Perfians could fly like birds, or con- 
real themfdvcs under the water like frogs, 
or live under the earth like mice, they 
could not efcape the Scythian arrows. It 
was formerly cftccmcd amongft us, a 
matter of great ingenuity, to convey a re- 
markable 
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narieable e3tprclfion» or fotm a devic^# 
toexprcfs a man's name, by thi$ mcthodt 
and there are at this day» cairved cmia- 
tnentSt in many c^ the old family feats, 
which were de%ned to convey the name 
^ die original f ^mily » to future ages, and 
•do fo ; asaTun, with a bolt tlurqu^ it, for 
SoLToii i and ^ff by an #)f^ alid a Jlif 
ef a free ; an liarl of Jrundit deco* 
fated bis hoiife with a capital ^ in a 
ruHik I vA Mr. Harcbpttk^ by a Hare 
on a bottle I But how far.fuperUr was 
:the enamoured youth in the following 
device ? Being viokndy in love with Rofe 
HUt^ he cauied to be psdnted on the bor« 
derof his doath, a rcfi^ an hill^ an (jr^ a 
/<9a/, and a fEv//i Le. Rofi Hill I love well 
If therefore^ the ancient Hieroglyphicks 
Jbaye no more ingenuity in than than the 
modem, we need not be over folicitous 
to underhand them. 

If we g9 back fome hundred years for 
a j^cimen of our language, moft men 
noiild r^uire the affiftancc pt a Decf' 

phcffir 
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f herer to explain it» as the following fpe* 

cimenof the Lord's Prayer will e^nce. 
Our Father which art in heaven 
Uren Fader tUc arth in Imfnas 
thy kingdom be .thy will lb as in 
ther tic Jic tfdr villa fue is in 
heaven and in earth our lofe 
hiofnas and in iarths uren hkf 
fuper-fubftantial give us to day and 
0fer mjilic fit ns to daeg and 
f oigive us debts ours fa we ibrgive 
forgef vs fcylda uma fue ive forgrfan 
debts ours and do not leade us 
feyldgumurum and ro inkad ujith 
into temptation but deliver every one 
in euftnung ah gefrig ^ urich 
from evil. 
frmn ifie. Amen. 

Nor was the Lord's Prayer writ in 
much better Englifh than the above, 'fiU 
JUchard the Second's time, i^nd here I 
cannot help reviving an Englifh word, 
fcarce known ; and yet, it is one, which 
levied armies, and faved a kingdom. 

Whjbh 
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Wmw there was a dangerous rebelrioiV 
againft King JVilliam Rufus^ and Ro-* 
ehefteri C^ld ftomly maintained by the 
lebels, he ifiued out a proclamation, th^t 
dioie of his ful:]je&s who negleifled to re^ 
jMur to his* camp, Ihbuld be reputed 
Nidings% and upon this they fwaraied 
to him from all parts of the kingdom ^ 
tad their numbers difmayed the rebels fo 
much diat they yielded ; fo that this ono 
word (NkUng) though now loft, faved d 
kingdom^ 

CHAI^TER V. 

IN the Ipecimen given in thefirft plate^ 
of fecrct writing, by the harmonic 
alphabet, it muft be obferved, that every 
note implies a letter alfo, and conlequently 
tinder fuch a reftraint, it can only have the 
appearance, and be the pi£iure of mufic^ 
without the harmony ; yet it is fuch a pic- 
ture ^ m«ft pafs unfufpcfted by all who do 
Aot undcrltand mufic perfeftly, and by 

many 
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many whodo \ at leaft thofe who<lo,woufil 
moil likely confider it only a wretched 9Xr 
tempt to compofe mufic, without fufped- 
kg that the notes conveyed two lines of 
true poetic harmony, from that fweet . 
poem of Dr. Goldfmith's,THE DESERXEDf >/ 
Village ; and therefore this 'method is, 
in one refpcft, to be preferred to every 
other yet pradifed, of fecret writing, i. e* 
that it is leail liable to fufpicion« An 
Itinerant fiddler, or mufician, with his 
dogS'tar^d mufic book in his pocket, might 
get admittance intOy or from a town ba- 
fieged, unfulpefted. A tune might be 
pricked down in bis book, among maay 
others, and he might be defired to give / / 
d copy of it to any particular per/on 
where he is going, without fufpeding the 
mifchief, or good office, he is employed 
tOh execute, and confequently unable to 
betray the fecret 5 and though fufpiciQii 
Ihould arife, how will the Decypherer 
know which, among a great number of 
mufical airs, conceal the fecret informa- 
tion ? In this cafe a good Decypherer 

ihouli} 
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ihoula ht a good mulician alfo, that tie 
nay pkk out the moft uncouth and con- 
tained compofition : for that would, 
moft likely, prove to be the harmonic 
cplflfc. Therefore to obviate this, and 
to render the matter Icfs liable to fufpi- 
don^ and much more dilHcult to be de- 
cyphered, in the lecond plate, an air^ 
compofed of trebble and bafs, according 
to the rules of true compofition, is given. 
In this plate, there are a great number of 
ftull iiotes to fill up, and to compleat the 
liarroony. The confederate, who is in 
pofldEon of the key and alphal)et, will 
know the null notes by their tails being 
all turned upwards^ and therefore he 
jpalles over them, and takes down in or- 
<ier, from the bafs and trebble ctiff, thofc 
only which are turned downwards ; a cip- 
cumftancc which would greatly perplcxy 
thcDccyphercr ; firft, to find out whether 
^11 tljc notes were aftive ; fccondly, whe- 
ther the bafs and trebble cliflF were both 
employed J and laftly, which were the 
^ilU notes : yet this method is not without 

-<bmc 



fome inconveniences, and fuch as would 
create fufpicion or furprife in an examiner 
who underftands mufic. For being con- 
fined to turn ail the nulls one way^ and 
the aftive notes the other, it muft fome- 
times happen, that both muft be occafi- 
onally conftrained, and the tails frequent- 
ly turned contrary to the ufual praftice in 
writing of mufic. 

It is poffible to render this method of 
writing ftill more fecret, by placing a very 
thin bafs under the treble, and to put 
refts, &c. vindcTf$me of the aftive notes, 
and to point o.ut the others^ by a mixture 
or liquor (of which there are many) that 
would not appear *till the paper is held to 
the fire, dipped in water, or fine duft 
thrown over it j and under all thefe impe- 
diments, it would be very difficult to 
Come at the fecret matter, yet it is what a 
good Decypherer would not, I believe, 
give up, as a thing not to be done. 

Wbre I, however, under a neceffity to 
fend a letter of the utmoft importance, 
which was to pafs through the hands, or 

F under 



under the infpefkion, of cautious exami- 
ners, 1 fhould think a good piece of 
harmonic Compofition, without any 
words annexed to it, the fafeft and moft 
fecret vehicle to convey it under. In 
letters, where it is ncceffary to be parti- 
cular, as to the day, month, or even the 
hour, that may be done by a kind of 
Ihort hand ; for it would be very unfafe 
to write, though in Cypher, .Dear 5/r, 
at the top of a letter •, or your humble 
fervanty at the bottom'; or even the 
month, the year, or the day of the 
month, as thofe words would be firft exa- 
mined by a Decypheren To avoid any 
of thefe clues, therefore, where the month 
and the day is to be given, it may be con- 
veyed, according to the Quakers* lye way. 
Let the twelve firft mufic lines be conli- 
derod to ftand for the twelve months of 
the year, and then, counting from the firft, 
to the thirty-firft, the days of the month. 
If therefore I would date my letter the 
8th. day of April, a fmall dot on the fourth 
line preceding the firft note, as in plate 

the 
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thefecond, V90\i\d imply the fourth monih^ 
and a little dafh acrofs the eighth line, in 
the fame manner, would (hew it to be 
dated the eighth day of the fourth month ; 
and a little x from the firft to the twelfth 
line, would imply any particular hour of 
the day ; or an o the hour ot the night. 

It is very certain, that if fuch a lentence 
as the fpecimen in the fccond plate con* 
tains, can be conveyed by a few lines of 
mufic, a long letter may eafily be framed, 
within the compafs of an Italian air in 
fcorej nay, that any Italian piece of 
mufic of a tolerable length, may, by 
writing it with the tails properly turned 
up or down, according to the fpecimen 
here given, be made the vehicle of a letter, 
or a piece of important information •, and 
ftill more eafily might a good compofer 
convey the w^ds, and the harmony alfo, 
by the fame charafters. Confcious how- 
ever of my own inability to execute a 
matter of fo much ingenuity with any 
degree of fuccefs, I applied to Dr. A^^*^, 
and made him acquainted with my faint 

F 2 idea 
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I idea of the bufinefs, and afked his affif- 

! tance. But though the Doftor is un- 

I doubtedly an excellent compofer of mufic, 

'i I more than fufpedt by his total filcnce ! 

' that he has not the moft diftant idea, of 

what I thought I had laid before him in 
very plain noles. I am fure it was in very 
civil terms. 

The Po£lor*s filence, however, brings 
to my mind a queftion, a fellow traveller 
of mine, many years ago, put to a fhep- 
hcrd we met on Salifbury Plain. How 
often (faid my fellow-traveller to the 
(hepherd) honeft friend, do you vivify a 
year ? The Ihepherd looked earneftly at 
him — fimpered — fcratched his head — 
and then, Jiroaking his long chin, without 
alking the meaning of the word, replied, 
PFe do call it /heep-flieering : for he was 
the beft fheep-lheerer (as we afterwards 
heard) of all the paftoral fwains upon that 
plain. If it be afked, why I applied to 
the father and not to the fon, I anfwer, 
becaufe he might have expefted me, in 
return, to employ him to teacA my 

daughter 
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daughter mufic, and I do n9t like his 
manner. Though this bufinefs did not 
vivify the ingenious Dodtor, I am con- 
vinced that a good compofcr of mufic, 
either by framing the harmony by the 
alphabet, or the alphabet by the harmony^ 
may not only render every note aftivei 
but by harmonic alphabets, might write 
two letters on different fubjefts, one in the 
trebblc cliff, and the other in the bafs ; 
and it is evident, therefore, by the fpeci- 
men I have given, that the words of a fong 
may be conveyed by the harmony; for 
any judicious finger, by dividing pro- 
perly the words and repeating them, as is 
ufual in finging fongs, may fing thofe in 
due time,with the airwhich conveys them; 
and though I confefs I fee niuch harm 
might arife from it, yet it may be right 
to obferve, by the bye, that an harmonic 
letter thus written, could not eafily be 
brought home with any degree of cer^ 
tainty (efpecially where null notes ar^ 
employed) fo as to convift the wri- 
ter ia a court of juftice ; yet I cannot 

F 3 think 
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think myfelf guilty of an injury to fo* 

cicty, ' in pointing this method out, as it 
may be produdlive of much good, as 
well as of mifchicf ; for fecret writing is 
abfolutely necdTary on many important 
occafions of ftate. I will here give one 
ftriking inftance of its utility. I will 
fuppofe, iand I ought to fuppofe it, that 
the Queen of Denmark is a virtuous 
Princeis ; that a fadion has been formed 
in Denmark, to dethrone her hulband, 
^nd perhaps to deprive her of life, as 
well as of liberty ; that no letter can pof« 
fibly be conveyed to her, which has not 
been previoufly fcen, and the contents 
carefully examined. I will fuppofe the 
King her hufband, or the King her bro- 
ther, defirous to affure her of their ut- 
moft protedion, yet quite unable to con- 
vey fuch comfortable information to her. 
Now fuppofe the Queen to have been in 
pofTefiion of an harmonic alphabet, how 
jafily, and with what propriety, could the 
King her brother, write her an affedionate 
letter, in common terms, and fend her a 

little 
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mtlfic fa dnrert her tfiaou^tt and 
employ her melancholy hours? I dare 
fay in fuch a cafe neither the C^hnel 
of the Guardy nor the Governor of the 
Caftlc of Cromnbeurgy would have fuf- 
pefted that a few fheets,.or a book of mu« 
fie, without any viliblc words, conveyed 
that unfortunate Princefs fuch informa- 
tion as her Royal Brother wilbes perhaps^ 
at this minute, to fend to her. For this 
Jweet mufic^ might call upon her, to fup- 
port her fpirits, and aflure her,, that a 
fleet ihould ibon appear, and deliver her 
from her confinement. But fuppofe^ 
that the mufic was even fufpedted tacon-' 
tain private information, and therefore 
not delivered, I believe I may venture to 
fay, a fleet might fail from England to 
the Baltic Sea, before a Danifli Dtcy^. 
fherer had picked the intelligence out of 
an old fong, hiihout words \ and then 
the moft that could be made of it, would 
be, that ibme private information might 
be concealed in the mufic. But an inter- 
cepted letter written in. evident Cypher,* 
even while it remains undecyphered,carries 

certainty 
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certainty with it, and puts every body 
concerned, as I faid above, upon their 
guard. It therefore might be right for 
foreign Embaffadors, or Princefles, who 
are feparated from their families, by fo- 
reign alliances, to be in pofieffion of 
fome kind of mufical alphabet, by which 
they may write, or receive letters, which 
are not fufpedcd to be fo. The prcfent 
mode, I believe, is, to do all this buli^ 
nefs, by what is obvioufly writing in 
Cypher *, and that too, by fome method 
which has long been in uie, die key to 
which, { have mer^ than reafon to be- 
4ieve, moft of the Princes in Europe are 
in pofieffion of. I will hardly believe 

that the K— of , for inftancc, 

is a ftranger to every mode of Cryptcgra- 
phical writhig by the feveral Princes and 
States in Europe. How often do we 
hear of a courier being murdered, and 
his difpatches carried off? and for what 
other purpoie, but information? and 
without the key, to decypher letters fo 
written, to what purpofe fliould they be 

inter- 
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intercepted by fuch a deed ? I have 

confidei ed every method of fecret writ- 
ing, which I have heard of, either of 
ancient, or modern praftice, and I fub- 
mit it to the reader's confideration, whe- 
ther writing by an harmonic alphabet 
is not, of all others, the moft void of fuf- 
picion ; perhaps I fliould fay, vras not ; 
becaufe having publilhed it, the fecret is 
divulged j but as Bijhop ffllkins^s fwif t mef- 
fenger ; and Falconer's art of fecret infor- 
mation, arc both very ingenious books on 
this fubjeft, and have both been publifhcd 
many years, and yet are but little known, 
except by the very few, who have ftudied 
the art of writing in Cypher, I cannot 
fuppofe this performance of mine, in 
every refpedt fo inferior, will ever be 
much known, and therefore it may prove 
ufeful to a few individuals of my own 
country, and never do mifchief by 
finding its way into any other. And 
here it may be proper to acknowledge, 
that I have borrowed many of the fub- 

jeiSb 
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jeds I have treated of, from the two in<- 
genious works above-mentioned, becaufe 
they arc very fcarce books, being chiefly 
in private hands, and confequentiy are^ 
what the bookfellers call, out of print. 
I have obferved elfewhere, that Bifhop 
Wilkins juft hints at the method of writ- 
ing by muQcal notes, and he is the only 
writer, I believe, who ever mentioned 
this method; though I think I have 
ibmewhere read, that there was a people 
(but I doubt they were inhabitants of the 
moon) who converfed entirely by mufical 
inftruments; and I have feveral times 
wifhed, that were the cafe with us, when 
I have heard a parcel of men all talking 
together : — Harmony might then make 
one fome amends. 

During the writing of thefe Ihects, an 
abfent friend, who knew what I was 
about, fcnt me a letter written in cypher, 
but not confidering the matter fully per- 
haps, thought that I fhould be ftartled at 
a letter, compofcd from the jEthiopn 
and Etrufcan alphabets, and by way of 

rendering 
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rendering it ftill more difficulij every word 

is French, but which, according to auri- 
cular orthography, when read as Englilh, 
feems to be fo. This Anglo-Franco letter, 
which is fet forth in the third plate, 
my ingenious correfpondent, was well 
fatisfied, could not be read, and continued 
in that belief 'till the return of the poft, 
when fhe received an anfwer, written in 
her own alphabet •, and though the decy^ 
phering of it, was done in lefs time than 
it was writ, and I am far from claiming 
any merit in reading it (as nothing of the 
kind can be more eafy) yet the method 
being Angular, I have thought it might 
entertain fome readers, by inferting the 
ktter, as well as the Cypher in which it 
was written. It is a ftrange miflake, 
that thofe who at firft confidcr the matter 
of writing in Cypher, fancy it difficult, 
in proportion to the uncouthncfs of the 
characters, in which the letter is wrote ; 
whereas the change of one letter, fuch as 
the Roman Generals made, is equally as 
obfcure^ and in fome rcfpcds, to a young 2 C 

beginner. 
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beginner, more fo, than any other : but 
I muft obfervc, that my female corref- 
pondent avoided giving me that light, 
which perhaps an alphabet of her own 
compofition, would have yielded, for the 
reafons 1 have before mentioned, and 
therefore did well, in taking her cha- 
radbers from the Mthiopic and Etrufcan 
alphabets, which fhe found ready formed 
to her hand. 

I do not find one word in the follow- 
ing letter but what is to be found where I 
conclude they were taken from, i. e. from 
a French Diftionary. I began at firft to 
exult at the (If) and the (For) but I 
found upon exasnination, that the former 
is the name of xhtyew free^znd the lat- 
ter, the name of an Ecclefiaftical Court 
in France. 

5«r, as yeux air ily doux comme &? change 
the climat: here^ yeux mat have game^ fiche^ 
ducy fat mutin^ fottle^porCj aile^ party fruity 
& admirable menchette and butter \ an mi 
Jifire (a jolt nymphe) tu chat tu yeuXy & 

Jingeyeux an ode^ tu the lute^ or violin : yeux 

canne 
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eanne have ajiablefor ure horSy an a place 

for ure chmfe. Mi fon met a fhjfician neir 
the river J tiffi a fatal Jigne ! the fau the 
pour DoSeur dos f/ive about the affaire^ 
oing tu the rude Squire : — but pardon mi 
long let trey pre doux comme tu us about maiy 
if yeux canne : mi fervice tu ure niece : 
houe dos Raffe doux ? adieu mi friend 
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Pre doux comme for ure pour nenni feize 
but feu beaux. 

Th ERE are feveral miftakes in the third / 

plate which the engraver (who is no de^ 
cypher er) has made, and which the reader, ' 
who will be at the trouble of examining 
it, is dcfired to excufe and to corred. 
The laft letter of the firft word on the 
third line is wrong, the charadter reprc- 
fents a /t, and it fhould be a r ; in the 
fifth line three charadters are omitted^ 
inftead of the word lutCy the / only is in- 
ferted ; the laft word of the fifth line 
(canne) has two ww's, inftead of two 
nfl% ; the fixth word in the twelfth line 
begins with a ky inftead of an ^ ; and the 

firft 
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firft charafter of the fifth word in the laft 
line Ihould be j, inftcad of an e. But 
fuch miftakes as thcle are very common, 
and fuch as a Decypherer will eafily dc- 
tcft and corrcft, as he proceeds, in exa- 
mining the Cypher; for when a few 
words are difcovered, fuch as that^ the^ 
them^ there^ thofe^ andy are^ &c. &c. 
the myftery unfolds very faft, for if the 
charafters to fuch words anfwer in gene- 
ral, there can be no doubt of being in 
poflcffion of the compleat alphabet, in a 
Ihort time •, though the writer may have 
made a few literal errors, and therefore 
thofe who at firft fight feem alarmed at 
the difficulty of making out my female 
friend's letter, are defired to confider it 
attentively for half an hour, and they 
will not then throw it down, and pro- 
nounce it an impoflible, or even a diffi- 
cult, talk to accomplifh, between their 
breakfaft and dinner. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

I Shall here add to the foregoing trea- 
tife, fome of the many devices, ftra- 
tagems, &c, by which fecret information 
has been conveyed from one party to 
another, or from friend to friend. 

Machiavel, in the levcnth book of 
the Art of War, fays, " Some have writ- 
** ten what they had to fay, in the fcabbard 
" of a fword j others, have put their let- 
** ters into pafte, which they have baked, 
** and given to the bearer for food upon 
" the road, or concealed it under the 
*' collar of the meflenger*s dog ; others, 
*' have fent letters about commonbufinefs, 
*' and interlined them by writing with a 
" compofition, which will not appear *till 
" they have been dipped in water, or held 
" to the fire :" And gives an inftance, 
in his own time, of one, who having oc- 
cafion to communicate a fecret to fome 
of his friends, who lived in a town which 

was 
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was befieged, and not daring to truft the 
meflenger with it^ fent letters of excom* 
munication, written in the ufual ftylc, 
but interlined, in the manner above, 
which being fixed to the doors of the 
churches, were foon taken down, and 
the contents of them perfeftly under- 
ftood, by thofe who knew from whom 
they came, by fome particular marks. 

A letter of common bufinefs may be 
interlined, by writing with Sal Ammoniac 
diffolved in water •, or with the juice of 
a lemon, thefe letters will not be vifiblc 'till 
they are held by the fire, but a letter fo 
written, will in a (hort time difcover itfelf, 
from the corroding acid, and moifture 
of the liquid. So a letter written with 
diffolved allum, will not be difcernable, 
•till the paper be dipt in water. 

Letters written with urine, goat's 
fat, or hog's lard, will not appear 'till 
dull is thrown upon them ; and it was 
by this ftratagem, that Attains obtained 
a viftory over the Gauls •, for having ap- 
pointed a day for facrifice, he writ back- 
wards 
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wards upon his hand, with goat's fat. 
Regis vi£lGria\ fo pulling out the en- 
trails of the facrificed bcafts, he prefled 
them to his hand, and as the prieft turned 
them up and down in the duft, the wordS' 
foon appeared legible, and this piou» 

fraud encouraged his foldiers fb much,, 
that it gave him the viftory. 

A letter may be writ with the yojk o£ 
an egg,, and when the letters are quite dry, 
the paper muft be blacked all over with 
ink, and the confederate, by fcraping the 
paper gently with a knife, will expofe the 
letters written with the egg, while the reft 
of the paper continues black. 

ScHOTTus direfts a letter to Ipe writ) 
with two inks, the fecret one with com- 
mon ink, made very faint, by mixing it 
with water, fo that the writing will be 
fcarce vifible, and when it is'dry, write an 
ordinary epidle over it, with ink made of 
gun-powder, beat, and mixed with rain- 
water, upon the firft letters -, and thofe, 
he fays, will wafti off, with a fponge dipt 
in galls, which will alfo blacken the firft. 

G ScHOTTUS 
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ScHOTTUs alfo mentions an ingenious 
method of concealing a letter in a glafs 
bottle, by taking the bladder of a hog, or 
a calf, and having blowed it full up, and 
being thoroughly dried, it is writ upon,then 
preffing out the air, pvit it into a bottle, 
leaving the neck of the bladder above 
the neck of the bottle, then fill it with 
oil and cork it up -, and thus it will be fo 
clofely extended to all parts of the infide 
of the bottle, that neither the writing itor 
xht bladder will be vifible. 

It is poflible to open an egg at one end, 
and^GKtraft the contents; and put a letter 
within it, and fill up the hole neatly 
with another bit of egg fhell. 

Falconer feems to think the Lacede* 
monian Scytale contrived by Archimedes^ 
who lived about the year of the world 
37 55'^ ^o ^*ve been the moft early, and 
the moft juniverfally pradifed 5 if it were 
fo, it is evident, from the fpeedy manner 
of reading a letter fo written, and which 
I have before pointed out, it is far from 
having any great ingenuity in the contri-. 
vance. It 
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It is probable, the ScytaU gave rife to ^. 

a prafticc in the Greek Church, where I 

the Pricfts at Divine Service held in their 
hands, A KONTAKION. This Cw- 
taciwrn was a fhort ftafF, to which was 
made faft, and wrapped round, very- 
long (lips of parchment, confifting of a 
great number of pieces, on which were 
written^ the prayers and offices to be per* ! 

formed by the Pricfts, A very curious [ 

one is now to be feen in the French King's ! 

library, adorned with accents and letters, 
or rather half letters, for it is a perfcft 
&(ytale. 

To improve the LdceJemonian Scytale^ 
dip a long thread in allum water, then roll 
it about a rod, or ftafF, in a ferpentine 
Involution, and write upon it ; but this 
alfo may be foon read, for the diftan^e 
between the (irft and fecond mark of the 
ink, gives the circumference of the ^9^- 
iak \ and it is the fame thing ^t which 
end of the thread you begin ; for if you 
take the laft letter inftead of the firflv 
ci|rR the rody and put that end down- 

G z wards 
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wards which was uppermoft, and it will 
appear in order Baptifta Porta mentions 
the writing on the edges of books and on 
cards, as a method pradtifed for fecret 
purpofes, by pulling back the leaves of 
a new bound book *till the edges of the 
paper fall awry ; and thelc leaves, when 
written upon, and returned to their pro- 
per pofition, appear only to have fuch 
fpecks of blacky or red ink, as are often 
thrown upon books for ornament: to dif- 
cover this, is only to fufpeft it; the 
cards indeed require more time, becaufe 
the confederates may have agreed to the 
order in which they are to be placed ; yet, 
by taking any one card, and looking out 
another which exaftly tallies to it, you 
will foon find thofe which are to go before 
and follow, *till they arc all in their pro- 
per order. 

An epiftle has been formed round a 
half dipt wax candle, and then covered 
over by frefli wax, and a verbal meffage 
fent, that it would light him to hisbujinefs. 
Ih Baker's Chronicle, there is.an account 

of 
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of one Froft^ who carried letters concealed 
in his walking ftaff, between the rebels 
in England and Scotland. Some have 
conveyed private intelligence written up- 
on leaves of trees, and thefe leaves put 
on to cover ulcers on the meffenger's 
legs, and even fome have been engraven 
on the meffenger's flefti, a praftice as old 
as Ovid. 

" Caverit hoc cuftos, pro chard confcia terguin 
«• Praebeat, inque fuo corporc verba ferat. 

And long before Ovid's time, HiJiUtus^ 
the tyrant of Miletus, fhaved the head of 
one of his fervants, as an effeftual method 
of curing his fore eyes, and writ his fecret 
intention upon his head ; then letting his 
hair grow, fent him to the Perlian General, 
under pretence of perfefting his recovery, 
direfted him, when he came lo Arijiagoras, 
in Greece, to tell him, that it was his re- 
queft the General would {have his head 
with his own hands, as he had done ; and 
thereby the meffenger*s head delivered a 
fecret which never troubled his brain. 

There 
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There are an infinite number ofthefc 
kind of devices mentioned by Baptifin 
portay SchottuSy Bifliop JVilkins^ Falconer^ 
and many others ; but they, like thofe I 
have given above,, are trifling, and only to 
be read for amufement rather than prac- 
tice, and therefore 1 forbear reciting more 
of them. 

The method by which the private in- 
formation was given, in the letter of ex- 
communication, was probably this. 

The confidants at parting frame an 
alphabet of figures to write by thus : 
A b c d e f g h i k 1 m 
4 22 lo 9 I II 13 18 3 19 12 8 
nopqrs tuwxyz 
20 2 21 23 7 6 5 15 14 16 17 24 

Now having writ down the fecret 
matter on a paper, they contrive a letter 
of common bufinefs in any language, 
they look out the numbers of the alphabet 
that exprefs the letters ofxhe^ecret 
writing, and counting the^tters in the 
cortimon miffive from the beginning, 
they add fome private mark under every 

cha- 
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charaftcr, of the refpcftivc numbers*- 
Let the fecret intimation be, 
361841212611 162155 183 6^^ 
Ifhal Ifeeyouthis- 
20 3 13 18 5 4 5 16 2 J5 7 12 2 9 13.^ 
night at y our 1. ad g, 
3 20 13 6. 
i n g s. 

The epiftlc thus : 

Having undcrftood that I could nott 
be fafe any longer where you are, I have* 
chofen rather a voluntary baniflinient, to 
wander with my liberty abroad, than to lie 
under the daily hazard of lofing it at 
home. *Tis in my opinion the leaft of 
the two evils: 'tis true, » I am innocent, 
but innocence is not always a buckler, 
fo that I hope you will' not condemn, , 
even though you cannot approve, my 
choice i at leaft 'till you have the particu- 
lars of my cafe, which- expeft per next. 

Observe, the figwe for the firft letter, . 
to be put in Cypher, is 3; therefore a- 
fccret point or dot muft be placed im- 
mediately under or over it, /. e. under u ; . 

and 
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and number 6 expreffing the fecond kt- 
ter, a dot muft alio be placed under n -, 
*, being the fixth letter from Vy and 
eighteen letters from », will ftand another 
dot, and fo on ; in this manner. 

Having underftood that I could not 

• • 

be fafe any longer where you are, I have 

.* • * 

chofen rather a voluntary banilhment, to 

« *• • * 

wander with my liberty abroad, than to 

• * • « > 

lie under the daily hazard of lofmg it at 

-• • • 

home : 'tis in my opinion the leaft of the 

• • • 

two evils. 'Tis true I am innocent, but 

* ' . • • 

innocence is not always a buckler; fo that 

• • * • • 

I hope you will not condemn, even tho* 

• « • 

you cannot approve, my choice, at leaft 

'till you have the particulars of my cafe, 

which expeft per next. 

The points may be fo made as not to 
be vifible 'till held to the fire, or dipt in 
water. 

To 
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• To decypher this, you muft take down 

the number of letters from the beginning 
of the epiftle to the firft point, from that 
tothefecond, and fo on, from point to 
point, to the laft -, and then it becomes 
the fame as a plain cypher, and is decy- 
pherable in the fame manner, as men- 
tioned in the preceding chapters, for by 
making a different charadler, to reprefent 
every different diflance you find between 
the dots, you will have the fame variety 
of characters (and it is no matter what) as 
there are variety of letters ufed in the fe- 
cret information: for inflance, fuppofe 
you reprefent the 5th dot by a f, you 
will find, by counting the number of 
letters or nulls between that, and rhe next 
dot, to be twelve •, and as there is juft the 
fame number, between the fourth dot and 
the fifth, as there is between the fifth and 
the fixth, you will find that alfo muft be 
a -f-, and though this does not direftly 
inform you what letter the f is to exprefs, 
yet you are certain it is fome word, where 
two and the fame letters are conjoined, 

and 



[ io6 ] 

and tbis is a great help towards coming: 
at the reft ; and here I (hall finifli this en- 
quiry, having faid enough, and more than 
is neceflary, to lead thofe who have 
leifure and inclination topurfuethisftudy, 
into the road at leaft, which will convey 
them to their journey's end; and only 
obferve, that though my own method of 
fecret writing, by the Harmonk Alphabet,. 
may have lefs ingenuity than z^y of the 
others, which are recited above, yet it 
certainly has, or at leaft had, before the 
publication^ one advantage of moft of 
them ; namely, that of being the leaft 
liable to fufpicion. 

But before I conclude, I cannot help 
mentioning a laughable experiment infift- 
ed upon by fome, of bottling, as it were, 
up words in a tube, or trunk, one end of 
which being quite clofcd up, fo^ that no 
air can enter, the words are to be con- 
veyed by the mouth into the other, and 
then inftantly corked and fecured from 
taking harm by the air; and thus the tube 
may be conveyed an hundred miles, or 

more. 
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more, to the haads of the confederate, 
who, upon uncorking the esntrary end 
of the tube, that the words were put in 
at J lets them out in due order. But thi& 
is to be done only, in that country, 
where the intenfe cold freezes up the 
words of the fpeaker, which are never 
heard by any, 'till the following thaw 
hatches them into found. 

But though articulate founds cannot 
be thus arrcfted, yet there are fevcral 
ways of direfbing and conveying founds 
to a very confiderable diftance. The 
Emperor Severusj fortified the North of 
England, by a wall extending from Cat" 
lifle to the 27»^, at every mile diftance 
there were towers, and between the towers 
watch-houfes, at a convenient diftance, 
from which pipes of brafs were concealed 
in the curtain of the wall, fo that in a 
very Ihort time, the troops ftationed m 
the feveral towers, had notice when the 
enemy approached. 

Jlbertus Magnus fpent thirty years in 
framing a fpeaking ftatue, which Aquinas 

wilfully 
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wilfully broke, and rendered fpeechlefs. 
But this could contribute nothing to fe-» 
cret information, and was only to be ad- 
mired for the mechanifm of its parts. 

It is needlefs almoft to mention Tachy- 
graphy^ or Ihort-hand writing, as it hardly 
comes under the denomination of fecret 
writing, for where notes are ufed to ex- 
prefs fyllables, and fometimes words, he 
who underftands one kind, of fhort hand, 
may read any, for you may judge of fylla-^ 
bles, when expreffed by fingle charafters, 
by their frequency, &c. as of letters, and 
befide this, you have the advantage of dif- 
tinguifhing the vowels, which are not ex- 
prefled, but under ftood, by the places of 
the notes, (that together with their own 
proper powers) exprefs thofe of the fe- 
veral vowels. Among the Romans a 
was the mzrk for aifflution^ c of condem- 
nation '^ N. L. Non Liquet', and N. D. 
Neci datum. And their Judges writ their 
feveral opinions upon a Tejfera, in capital 
cafes \ hence it was that A was called 

Salutis 
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Salutis Literaj and C Litera Triftis. But 

their Notaries encrcafed the number of 
abbreviations to fuch a degree, for the 
fake of difpatch, that at length it ocea- 
fioned fo much confufion, that Jujiinian 
difcarded the ufe of them, though we 
have retained that cuftom from them 
down to this day in the ji. D. for the year 
of Chrift ; and indeed the knowledge of- 
the ancient abbreviation, is very ne- 
ceflary, in order to underftand the reli- 
gious worfliip, as well as the civil laws, of 
the ancient Romans, as they generally 
confecratcd places^ or things, by the firft 
letter of the words, then well under- 
ftood, fuch as Mer. 5. for Mercurio Sa- 
crum i M. I. Maximo Jovi \ D. Im. S, 
Diis Immortalibus Sacrum \ D. P. Dies 
Penatiorum 5 D. O. Diis Omnibus \ I. O. 
M. D. Jovi Optimo Maximo Dedicatum^ 
ice. 

Since the above (beets have b^en 
printed off, I have had an opportunity 
to be convinced, that a perfon born deaf 
may, at a proper age, being othcrwife of 

good 
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good parts, not only be taught to read» 
to write, to make known his wants, and 
to communicate his ideas, but that it 
may be done, in almoft as fhort 4 time, as 
a child can be taught, who does not 
want the fenfe of hearing : indeed it was 
the obfervations I had made on the quick 
parts, and ready perceptions, of a faith- 
ful fervant, now living in Lord Bate>* 
man's family, who was born under this 
dcfeft (for he is too happy to call it a 
misfortune) which firft led me to confider 
that matter, and that led me into the other 
fubjefts I have here treated upon \ but I am 
told there is a very ingenious book, which 
however I cannot procure, written by a 
Dr. ff^atts, upon this laft fubjcft, wherein 
he gives the neceiTary inftrudtions to teach 
the deaf to read and to write. 



The CONCLUSION. 

ADecypherer, before he fets about 
his bufinefs, fhould endeavour to 

know ffQin what part of the world the 

in- 



intercepted letter in Cypher came, and 
from that circumftance, confidcr what 
language the cypher is moll likely to be 
wrote in, as that may fave him much 
pains, time, arid ftudy. He muft confider 
alfo that the Oriental Languages, as He- 
brew^ Chaldaicj Syriac^ Samaritan^ Coptic, 
Perjtanj Arabic, &c. are writ from the right 
to the left, and that only tht Armenian and 
Ethiopic are from the left to the right. 

On the contrary, all the occidental 
languages, as Latin, Greek, Spanijh, 
French^ German, Italian, Sclavonic, and 
Englijh, are writ from the left hand to 
the right. At firft the Greeks writ 
from the left to the right, and back a- 
again, from the right to the left, as 
land is ploughed. Hence lit eras exarare, 
fignifies to write, a metaphor taken from 
the manner of ploughing the ground. 
Ncverthelefs it muft be confeflcd that two , 
ingenious men, who are to be feparated ' 
from each other, may prcvioufly agree» 
Upon fomc method, whereby they may 

cor- 
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correfpond by letter, in a manner that is 
fcarce poflible to he difclofed without the 
key '^and I fliall inftance one : Suppofe 
ties agree to correfpond by New- 
ton's firft edition of Milton, or any other 
books, and thereby direft each other'in 
their letters, to fuch a page, fuch a line, 
and to fuch a word ; who, I fay, would be 
able to find out by their writing page 7, 
line 2d, words three, four, and five; 
a vol. page 8, Ymc 13^ wqhi 4; lame 
page line 9 •, wordsk 3, i^ and 5 •, was to 
fay that The Western Empire is de- 
generated INTO LICENTIOUSNESS? with- 

Qut being told, that thefe words will be 
found, in the firft and fecond volume of 
Farneworth's tranflation of Machiavtl's 
Works, the firft three words, from his 
Hiftory of Florence, and the remainder, 
from his political difcourfes of the firft 
pecad of Livy» 

F I N I S. 
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